Lesson: Risk and Grace

Overview
Biblical Passage

Joshua 2:1-24; 6:17, 22-25

Supporting Passages

Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31

Memory Verse

Hebrews 11:31

Biblical Truth

When Rahab recognized the power of God, she expressed faith through her
actions.

Context

After Moses' death, God told Joshua to take the land of Canaan from His enemies.
The major cities of Canaan were, in reality, small kingdoms that were each ruled
by a local king. The invasion point was in the plains of Moab on the far side of the
Jordan. Joshua sent a group to explore their first target--the city of Jericho. God
had already prepared the heart of one woman in that city who would become
famous for her good deeds, faith, and willingness to associate herself with God's
people despite the great danger that her actions would pose to herself. God chose
Rahab as a servant not because of her morals or good character but because of
her faith and obedience to Him as the one true God.

Learning Goals

• Students will understand that the God of Israel, Yahweh, is the true, living God
who is worthy of our obedience.
• Students will apply their faith in God through their actions.

Prayer Suggestions

As you prepare to teach this lesson, pray for your students.
• Pray that your students will recognize God is the one, true, living God.
• Pray that your students' faith will grow.
• Pray that your students will demonstrate faith through the way they live their
lives.

Page 1 of 20

Lesson: Risk and Grace

Biblical Commentary
Investigation
We all make good and bad choices, and those choices often have consequences for the rest of our lives. Some of
us choose to follow God and be successful in His eyes. Others choose to follow the world to be accepted by their
friends. Whatever our choices, God can redeem us and use us for His purposes. The story of Rahab before the
battle for Jericho tells of a woman who had made many bad choices but finally trusted God. Like Caleb and
Joshua, God honored her acts of faith by giving her and her family life when the walls of Jericho fell.
Rahab's reputation was bad when the two men whom Joshua sent hid in her house. But thousands of years later
she is known for her faith in God. She is one of only four women mentioned in Jesus' genealogy in Matthew's
Gospel (Matt. 1:5). Each of these women had a black mark against her name, but God used each as part of His
plan to bring Jesus into the world. Jesus' mother, Mary, was an unwed teenage mother in the world's eyes. But
like Rahab, she trusted God's power and obeyed Him. The New Testament writer of Hebrews honored Rahab's
faith (Heb. 11:31). There she is considered a person of faith who was not killed with those in her city who were
disobedient. Rahab was different because she acted in faith by protecting the spies.

Importance
This passage powerfully shows that God Is the one, true, living God. Rahab first encountered God by simply
hearing about His actions on Israel's behalf, and she believed in Him to the point of action. She did not know God
through her pagan culture. She did not know Him because she met an Israelite who won her over to the
knowledge of God. Rather, God's reputation powerfully gripped her heart. She heard how powerful God is and
acted in a way that reflected her belief and faith in Him. She believed He would give His people the land she
lived in, so she was willing to help them in their task. Knowing that God is a God of power and might is essential
for students. As students study the way God proved Himself to the Israelites and the surrounding nations, they
will realize God's ability to work powerfully on their behalf as well.
This passage also touches on other key truths: People are God's Treasure and The Future is in God's
Hands.

Interpretation
Joshua 2:1 Joshua followed Moses' strategy of sending spies into the land he was about to take. Joshua sent two
men out from where they were encamped at Shittim. He chose two faithful men rather than 12. Good leaders
learn from the experiences of others. He told the two spies to explore the land, especially the city of Jericho.
Jericho was a strategic stronghold in the land they were taking. It was the first major test of Joshua's leadership
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against an entrenched enemy.
We are told the two spies stayed at the house of a prostitute named Rahab, whose name meant "broad." It was
not uncommon for foreigners to go to a prostitute's house for shelter to hide their identities. Because the spies
did not want to be noticed, they chose Rahab's house. Although everyone knew where it was, people were not
likely pay attention to who was staying there.
Joshua 2:2-3 Two foreigners could not be kept secret for long. Eventually, word of their presence got to the
king, and he commanded Rahab to send the men to him. The king was suspicious that they were spies from the
large number of Israelites camping outside his city.
Joshua 2:4-7 Rahab hid the men in her home when word came from the king. She lied to the king. She claimed
they had been with her but that when it was time to close the city's gate at sunset, they left town. She added that
if the king would send someone out, the spies probably could be caught. While the king's men looked for the
spies, they lay hidden on the roof of Rahab's house. Rahab stored stalks of flax on her roof-these made a good
hiding place for the spies.
Joshua 2:8-11 These verses contain Rahab's confession of faith in the God of Israel. She had heard of God's
greatness and power, and she knew these men represented God. The Lord is the translation of the name for God,
Yahweh. Rahab used the name of God as separate from the Canaanite god, Baal. She confessed she knew
Yahweh had already given the land to His people. She used the image of melting hearts to describe the fear of
the people in Jericho.
Rahab recounted what she heard about the God of Israel, the crossing of the Red Sea, and their complete
destruction of the kings of the Amorites, Sihon and Og, before they crossed the Jordan. The Amorites lived on the
banks of the Jordan River and impeded Israel's approach to the promised land. Moses defeated Sihon when he
refused to let Israel pass through his land peacefully. They went on to invade all the major cities in the region
and set up camp to prepare for the crossing of the river (Num. 21:21-31).
When the people of Jericho heard what Israel had done, their courage waned, and they became afraid.
Rahab's confession of faith was, "for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below" (v. 11).
She acknowledged Israel's victory as the work of Israel's God. He was superior to all others.
Joshua 2:12-13 Rahab then asked the spies a favor. When Israel would invade her city, she asked that she and
her family be spared. Since she had shown them kindness, she requested they show her the same. She had
confessed her trust in God; now she was asking two men of God to honor her trust by sparing her life. She knew
Israel's God would give them victory, and she wanted to live. Her act of faith was hiding the men. Her confession
of faith was that God could protect her.
Joshua 2:14-16 The two spies agreed to spare her life as she had theirs. Their promise was to treat her kindly
and faithfully when God gave them the land. They, too, trusted God for victory over the city.
Upon hearing their commitment to her, she let them down by a rope from her house, which was built as part of
the city's wall. Houses or rooms were often built into the side of a city wall. The city wall was used as one of the
house's walls. It provided protection for the dweller and a place of defense for the military defending the city.
The walls of Nineveh are said to have been wide enough to drive two chariots side by side on top of them. The
thickness of the wall would add to the advantage of having your house built against it.
Since she had falsely sent the king's men down the main road to the river to catch them, she told the spies to go
hide in the hills for three days before they returned to their camp.
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Joshua 2:17-21 As they were being lowered from the city wall, the spies told Rahab they would not honor their
oath to her unless she did two things. First, she was to mark her house with a scarlet cord in her window. This
cord would identify her house to the Israelites entering the city. Second, those she wanted to save were to be in
her home. Those leaving her house during the invasion of the city would be responsible for their own fate.
Gathering her family in her home marked by the scarlet cord was similar to God's requirements of Israel at the
Passover in Egypt (Ex. 12). Consider the two images: The family gathered together with the blood of the lamb on
the doorposts as the angel of death passed over Egypt. The invading army of Israel spared Rahab's family
because by faith she had placed a scarlet cord in her window. The image is also like our protection from God's
judgment under Christ's shed blood. Rahab acted out her trust in the men of God by fastening a red cord to her
window.
Joshua 2:22-24 The men made their way back to Joshua, who was camped outside the city. God's leader was
confident that God would give them the city because he heard how the people's hearts had already begun to melt
in fear. God was being true to His Word once more. In this, Joshua found strength and courage.
Joshua 6:17, 22-25 On the seventh day of circling Jericho, Joshua gave the order for the people to circle the
city seven times. On the seventh time around, they were to shout and God would give them the city. They were to
devote everything to the Lord, except Rahab, the prostitute. Rahab trusted God and protected the spies. God
told Joshua to devote everything in Jericho, except Rahab and her family, to Him by its total destruction.
As the city was being destroyed, Joshua sent in the two spies to Rahab's house to bring her and her family out of
the city. Joshua acknowledged the reason for her protection was her act of faith in God by harboring her city's
enemies. The story concludes with the word that she lived among the Israelites even to the day of its writing.
Matthew tells us she became the mother of Boaz, husband to Ruth, who was the mother of Obed, who was the
grandfather of King David (Matt. 1:5, 6). God used this woman with a bad reputation to accomplish His purpose
of sending His Son, Jesus, to save all people.

Implications
God uses fallen people. Rahab was a prostitute. She lied to her king. Yet she confessed her trust in Yahweh, the
God of Israel, and acted in faith by hiding the spies and doing what they told her to do. God spared her. He
eventually used her to become the mother Boaz, a forefather of Jesus, the Son of God. God still uses people with
bad reputations who have made bad choices. How can you remind students not to write off their peers who have
made bad decisions as unusable to God? Why do you think people rank some sins as worse than others and
mentally eliminate people's usefulness to God?
Faith produces action. Rahab acted out of her trust in God by hiding the spies. She risked her life because she
trusted God without reservation. James in the New Testament used Rahab as an example of someone who had
faith because she acted on what she believed (Jas. 2:25). God protected her because she trusted Him as the one
and only true God. Many students can say what they believe, but often their beliefs do not affect how they live.
What is it about trusting God that allows us to take big risks with our actions? How can you encourage students
to match their actions to their confession?
The two spies represented the God of Israel. Rahab bargained with them because they were the only
representatives of God she had contact with. Students need to realize they represent God and that often their
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peers will come to them because they know they trust God. How do you see yourself as a representative of God?
How can you encourage students to see themselves as representatives?
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Teaching Plan
Connect Activity
Review Questions: Equipped and Exalted
(5–8 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will answer five review questions from the previous lesson.
(5–8 minutes, easy set-up)
Download the “Review Questions” sheet. Print one copy for your own use.
After greeting students, use the review questions to test what they can recall from the previous lesson as
well as to provide context for today’s lesson.

Drama: Follow the Rainbow
(5–10 minutes, moderate set-up)
Students will watch a drama about a children’s fable that deals trusting authority.
(5–10 minutes, moderate set-up)
Download the drama script. Prior to the session, enlist three students and/or adults to enact the drama
and several students for a minor, non-speaking part. The drama can be as elaborate or simple as you
choose. Print copies of the script. Give each cast member a copy ahead of time and ask the cast to be
ready to perform it.
Lead the actors to perform the drama. Acknowledge that the drama was a lighthearted way to Ask: Why
didn’t the girl listen to her mom’s warning? What was the root cause of the girl's disobedience?
Point out that the girl not only distrusted her mom but she asserted herself in a position of authority to
which she did not rightfully have. Explain that today we will explore the account of a woman who trusted
the authority and power of God even though it could cost her freedom.

Media Option: Rahab Movie Trailer
(5–8 minutes, Character DVD required)
Students will watch a humorous trailer on the story of Rahab.
(5–8 minutes, Character DVD required)
Set up a DVD player and TV. Preview the clip “Rahab Movie Trailer.”
Remind students of last week’s lesson and discuss God’s call on Joshua and His promise to use Joshua to
bring the people into the promised land. Play the clip. Then say: Today we’ll talk about a woman who
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had faith in God just because she heard about His power. She believed in Him, and her actions
showed it.

Especially for Younger Students: Not as Advertised
(5–7 minutes, moderate setup)
Students will look at the fine print in ads to determine if what they see on the surface is true.
(5-7 minutes, moderate set up)
Search newspapers, flyers, and magazines for advertisements with fine print that puts limitations on the
deal. Provide enough ads or enough copies of ads to have 2-3 per group.
Break students into groups of two or three and distribute several ads to each group. Tell students to
examine the ads to figure out if the deals are as good as advertised. Emphasize that they must read the
small print to note limitations and restrictions on deals. After a moment, invite each group to report on
how the limitations or hidden rules affect what is communicated in the ad.
Explain that when we see something that looks like a good or bad on the surface, sometimes things are
not always the way they seem. Say: Today we will look at a lady name Rahab who on the outside
didn’t look like a major threat to the city of Jericho, but her courage made her instrumental in
God’s plan to destroy the city.

Especially for Older Students: Likely Candidates
(5–7 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will evaluate how a person's reputation impacts how helpful we think they are.
(5–7 minutes, easy set-up)
Download the “Likely Candidates” activity sheet. Print a copy for each student.
Ask: If you needed help, to whom would you turn? Distribute the activity sheet. Say:Look at this
list and rank how likely you think these people would be to help you if you asked—with one as
most likely and 10 as least likely. Be ready to defend your decisions. Give students about two
minutes. Then call on students to share a few of their top-ranking picks and ask them to explain why.
Ask: What does the person’s reputation have to do with the decision you made? After students
answer, point out that we generally have ideas of what kind of people would live with integrity, and
generally prostitutes aren't people who have a good reputation in that way. Explain that today we will
look at how God used a prostitute who feared Him to carry out His plan for His people.
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Explore Activity
The Key Study: Rahab’s Story
(15 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will read Joshua 2:1–24 and 6:17, 22–25 to discuss why Rahab trusted God.
(15 minutes, easy set-up)
Download the Student Worksheet. Print a copy for each student.
Explain that today you will look at someone who was different from the other characters we’ve studied so
far because she was a woman who wasn’t part of the nation of Israel but who demonstrated incredible
faith in God. Invite any students to summarize what we have been studying the past couple of weeks
concerning Joshua and the Israelites. Emphasize that Joshua had become the new leader of the Israelites
and was tasked with leading the people of Israel into the land that God had promised to give them. Using
the commentary, explain that the Israelites were preparing to take the land surrounding the city of
Jericho and Joshua sent two spies to scope out the land. Enlist a student to read Joshua 2:1-7. Ask: How
was God's sovereignty evident already in the lives of these spies? Point out that out of all of the
options in Jericho, these men lodged in a home where Rahab was willing to hide them from her own
people and at risk to her own life. Call on a student to read Joshua 2:8-11. Ask: Why did Rahab help
these spies? Point out that Rahab and her people had heard the stories of what the God of the Israelites
had done for them and through them, and they were scared of what would happen. Ask: Why was Rahab
certain that the Israelites would prevail in overtaking Jericho? Note that Rahab's motivation
wasn't just fear of being conquered but that Rahab believed that the God of the Israelites would do as He
said because He was the true God of all people. Say: She didn't believe He was "a" powerful god but
"the" God of the universe. Summarize Joshua 2:12-24 by explaining that Rahab hid the spies, gave
them instructions on how to avoid being found by the search party, and let them out of the city by
lowering them down the city wall with a rope. Emphasize that they made an agreement with her that if
she helped the spies escape, they would spare her family when Israel invaded Jericho.
Divide students into three groups and distribute the Student Worksheets. Instruct groups to discuss the
questions on the worksheet for their group and be ready to report to the class. Allow groups 2-3 minutes
to discuss. Then ask groups to share their answers with the rest of the class. When groups finish,
ask: How would you describe Rahab’s encounter with God? Allow students to share their thoughts.
Point out that Rahab had to rely on accounts of God's actions; she had not experienced His power and
character personally but had enough faith to believe that He was the true God and could do whatever He
promised to do. Say: She believed He had the power, the will, and the ability to be God.
Enlist two students to read Joshua 6:17, 22-25. Tell students to describe how the Israelites demonstrated
God's faithfulness and power as they overtook Jericho. Help students to understand that Joshua and the
spies were faithful to their promise to Rahab and her family in the midst of their destruction of
Jerusalem. Point out that the Israelites accepted Rahab into their people because of her faith in God,
which led to her commitment to help His people.
Call on a student to read the [God Is] Essential Truth from a poster or from
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http://studentlifebiblestudy.com/about-slbs. Ask:How did Rahab demonstrate her belief in God when
she helped the Israelite spies? Help them understand that Rahab realized that [God is] the one, true,
living God. Ask: How did Rahab's actions demonstrate her belief in God? As students answer, note
that she first encountered God by simply hearing about His actions on Israel’s behalf, and she believed in
Him to the point of action. Remind students that what we believe about God will be shown in our actions.
Say: Rahab believed that God was the one, true God, and she committed herself to helping His
people, no matter what it cost her; the truth was worth risk.

The Master Teacher Key Study: Rahab’s People
(15–20 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will look at Rahab in Joshua 2:1–24 and 6:17, 22–25 to discuss how God can use anyone that
obeys and believes in Him.
(15 –20 minutes, easy set-up)
Use this outline and the Biblical Commentary to prepare to share the truths of this passage with
students. Download the Master Teacher Worksheet. Print a copy for each student. Encourage students to
take notes on their worksheets as you teach. The underlined words in the Master Teacher Key Study
correspond to the blanks on the worksheet.
Introduction: What do the Apostle Paul and a prostitute named Rahab all have in common? Both seem
unlikely candidates to be used by God. Paul was the ultimate persecutor of the Church. He did everything
he could to destroy it. Then God showed up, changed his life, and Paul became the greatest missionary
the world has ever known. Rahab, a prostitute from the pagan city of Jericho, was used by God to save
the very people who would attack her city. And she did it because she believed that God is the true and
living God.
1. Rahab knew nothing could get in the way of God’s people (Josh. 2:1–24).
Joshua sent two spies into the enemy land of Jericho and they encountered Rahab as a source of
lodging, but she protected them when her own people sought to kill them.
Rahab believed the stories of what God had done with and through Israel. She confessed that the
God of Israel was the true God, and she reverently submitted herself to His rule.
Honoring the true God was more important to Rahab than her safety.
She believed that God was the true and living God and that His purposes could not be thwarted.
Therefore, she knew nothing was going to keep Jericho from falling into Israel’s hands.
2. Rahab’s life was saved by the kindness of God’s people (Josh. 6:17, 22–25).
Rahab’s faith in the true God saved her and her family. She did not want to stand against God and
His people so she committed to helping them.
Because of her stand with the people of Israel and her faith in the true God, the spies committed to
sparing her life when the battle ensued.
Based on their commitment to her, the spies demonstrated kindness to Rahab by sparing her life
and the people of Israel took her in with the people of God (v. 25).
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Conclusion: When the people of Israel were marching under Joshua’s leadership, God’s presence was
constantly with them. Nothing stood in their way. Because of their obedience, God gave them city after
city. Rahab was wise enough to see this truth and yield her life to God’s power and mission. Because of
her belief and commitment to confess the true God, she acted on His behalf and on behalf of His people,
playing a great role in His plan.

Especially for Younger Students: Acting Out Your Beliefs
(5-7 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will read James 2:25 and examine how Rahab acted on her beliefs.
(5-7 minutes, easy set-up)
Bring a book or an article printed from the Internet containing physical fitness tips.
Tell students that you've been excited about becoming physically fit so you’ve been reading articles about
it every day. Share some of the tips that the article shares. Then tell them you ate terribly last week and
didn’t exercise but believe that reading all about fitness is just as good as actually exercising and eating
right. Ask: Do you think this will work? Emphasize that reading, knowing, and studying about fitness
won't help a person get in shape unless he or she actually takes action.
Then ask: Is it enough to know about God? Remind students that Rahab (along with everyone else in
Jericho) had heard about God’s power. But hearing and believing it was true wasn’t enough. Instruct a
student to read James 2:25. Explain that like Abraham, Rahab’s obedience to God was the result of her
faith. She believed what she heard, but she took the next step to act on it. Ask: How did Rahab act on
her beliefs? Point out that other people in Jericho clearly heard the same things Rahab heard about
God, but Rahab was saved from destruction because she had the kind of faith that led her to act
according to her beliefs.

Especially for Older Students: Scarlet Red
(5-7 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will examine the scarlet cord and consider how they are spared from God’s wrath.
(5-7 minutes, easy set-up)
Ask: What was the symbol of the oath that allowed Rahab and her family to be spared? (Rahab
was spared because of the scarlet cord.) Ask a volunteer to read Joshua 2:20–21 and 6:22–23. Ask: Why
do you think the cord was scarlet? Could this be significant? Say: Think back to the Passover in
Egypt when God brought His people out of slavery. Ask a student to read Exodus 12:12–13. Ask:
How is this scene like the one when Rahab and her family were spared? Discuss the similarities,
helping students see that the blood on the doorposts was red like the scarlet cord.
Remind students that we as believers in Jesus are part of a new covenant through Him, which is why we
don’t live by the old covenant (or the Old Testament sacrificial system) like the Israelites did. Ask a
student to read Ephesians 2:12–13. Ask: What does it mean that you “once were far away” but
“have been brought near through the blood of Christ”? Help students understand that Jesus’ shed
blood makes it possible for them to be spared from God’s wrath and destruction. Remind them that this
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is the heart of the gospel—the good news and hope we live by.
Finally, ask a student to read James 2:25 and another to read Hebrews 11:31. Remind students that the
spies gave Rahab the scarlet cord because of her acts of faith. Help them realize that God in His grace
makes provision for our salvation and that our faith response is the natural, essential evidence that we
believe and trust Him.

Transform Activity
Deeper Discussion
(5–8 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss Rahab’s risk.
(5–8 minutes, easy set-up)
Discuss these questions with your students:
What does it mean to take a risk?
What did Rahab risk for God?
In what ways does your generation take risks?
What does risk look like in a believer’s life?
How are risks and faith connected?
What risks has God called you to take?
What would’ve happened if Rahab played it safe?
How did her risk allow God’s grace to show?

Especially for Younger Students: Show the Truth
(5–10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will discuss how they can use opportunities to share the truth of God with others.
(5–10 minutes, east set-up)
Provide a dry erase board and dry erase markers.
Lead students to share how they learned first about God and create a list on the board. (Answers could include the following: through
church, through stories, through family members, from friends). Ask: Where there specific events in your life or actions of others
that helped to show you the truth of God? After students share their answers, explain the following scenarios to students, one at at
time, responding to the question that accompany each one.
Your friend James' parents are getting a divorce and he's devastated. He's never been to church and doesn't know anything
about God. How can you introduce James to God's love for him during this time?
You are working with your youth group to organize a Bible club with young children in an inner city area. How can you use the
opportunity to introduce children to the reality of God in this setting--through teaching and by example?
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A girl in one of your classes is an atheist and believes God is a myth. How can you demonstrate His reality as you interact with
her and speak with her?
Direct students to think about friends and acquaintances that need to know about God and encourage them to think through how they
may be able to share the truth of God with them this week.

Especially for Older Students: Going to the Wall
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will consider risks of standing up for their faith along with the results and rewards.
(10 minutes, easy set-up)
Attach sheets of butcher paper or posters along a wall. Provide a marker for each student.
Say: Faith involves taking risks. Rahab’s faith was displayed because of her actions, which
involved risks. What are the real risks you take everyday because of your faith in God?
Lead students to take a marker and go to the wall, listing on the paper the risks they take in living out
their faith at school, with friends, and at home. (These might include results such as choosing not to
cheat and getting a lower grade; being shunned by other students or friends; disappointing parents or
siblings; or being labeled a fanatic or a prude.)
After everyone has had a chance to list the risks they take, ask if anyone would like to share some things
from his or her list. Ask: How does what we believe about God affect how we live? As students share
their answers, remind them that Rahab's faith and what she believed about God led her to risk
everything in honor to obey Him. Say: When we truly believe that God is the only true God, then
our lives will seek to obey Him in every way possible. Close in a time of prayer, asking that God
would add His blessing to the stances that students take in order to uphold their faith.

Creative Prayer
(5–7 minutes, easy set-up)
Students will ask God to show them how they can live out their faith.
(5–7 minutes, easy set-up)
Say: By helping the spies and hanging the scarlet cord out her window, Rahab took a risk and
showed her faith in God. Ask students to ask God to show them how they can live out their faith in
Him this week, even in the face of risks. Encourage each student to silently pray a sentence prayer for
the person sitting beside him or her, asking God to help that person follow through with his or her action
this week.
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Character
Lesson 21, Review Questions
1. Who did God appoint to lead the Israelites after the death of Moses?
a. Aaron
b. Joshua
c. Caleb
d. Jacob
2. What did God promise to Joshua as the leader of Israel?
a. “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
b. “I will make your name great among the nations.”
c. “I will increase your tribe.”
d. “I will give you all the land your eyes can see.”
3. What did God command of Joshua all throughout Joshua 1?
a. “Be faithful.”
b. “Be obedient.”
c. “Be strong and courageous.”
d. “Walk blameless before the Lord.”
4. What did God tell the Israelites to do with the Law before crossing the Jordan into the
promised land?
a. They were to leave it behind.
b. They were to obey it.
c. They were to teach it to their children.
d. They were to not allow it to “depart from their mouth.”
5. What did the people of Israel promise to Joshua?
a. They would only obey Moses.
b. They would seek another leader instead of Joshua.
c. They would obey Joshua as they had Moses.
d. They would only obey God.

Character
Lesson 21, Review Questions Answer Key
1. Who did God appoint to lead the Israelites after the death of Moses? (Lesson 20)
e. Aaron
f. Joshua
g. Caleb
h. Jacob
2. What did God promise to Joshua as the leader of Israel? (Lesson 20)
a. “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
b. “I will make your name great among the nations.”
c. “I will increase your tribe.”
d. “I will give you all the land your eyes can see.”
3. What did God command of Joshua all throughout Joshua 1? (Lesson 20)
a. “Be faithful.”
b. “Be obedient.”
c. “Be strong and courageous.”
d. “Walk blameless before the Lord.”
4. What did God tell the Israelites to do with the Law before crossing the Jordan into the
promised land? (Lesson 20)
a. They were to leave it behind.
b. They were to obey it.
c. They were to teach it to their children.
d. They were to not allow it to “depart from their mouth.”
5. What did the people of Israel promise to Joshua? (Lesson 20)
a. They would only obey Moses.
b. They would seek another leader instead of Joshua.
c. They would obey Joshua as they had Moses.
d. They would only obey God.

Character
Lesson 21, Drama

being bored.)
JOE:

Follow the Rainbow
Creative Note: This sketch lightheartedly
illustrates the need to listen to others’
experiences.
Characters:
JOE
GIRL
MOM
LEPRECHAUN

(GIRL holds up a construction paper rainbow and
stares admiringly at it.)
JOE:

Now the girl had heard stories that if you
could find the end of the rainbow, there
would be a pot of gold there. The girl
and her mother were very poor and the
girl knew that a pot of gold would benefit
them immensely. So she packed her
bag and decided to go find the end of
the rainbow. On the way out, she met
her mother. Her mother said:

MOM:

Where are you going, daughter?

JOE:

And the girl said:

GIRL:

I'm going to find the pot of gold at the
end of the rainbow, Mom.

JOE:

And her mother said:

MOM:

That's really sweet of you, but I don't
think you should do that.

JOE:

And the girl said:

GIRL:

Why not? We need the gold, and it
shouldn't be hard to find.

JOE:

And her mother said:

MOM:

Well, there's something they don't tell
you about the end of the rainbow, my
dear.

GIRL:

What's that, Mom?

MOM:

There's a leprechaun at the end of the
rainbow, too.
How cute! I've always wanted to see a
leprechaun.

Props: Book; chair; bowl; straw; water
(The JOE enters with a ridiculous hat and a book.
The audience is sitting on the floor surrounding a
chair, which he or she sits in.)
JOE:

Good morning, boys and girls. My name
is Joe. And I’m a storyteller. Do you
know what time it is? It's story time!
Today we’re going to read a very
special story about obedience. It's the
story of a girl and her search for the pot
of gold at the end of the rainbow. Are
you ready? Let's begin. Once upon a
time, there was a girl.
(GIRL enters and waves.)

JOE:

The girl was very sweet and wonderful,
and everyone loved her. She lived with
her mother.
(MOM enters and waves.)

JOE:

They loved each other very much and
were very close.
(GIRL and MOM hug and smile.)

JOE:

One day, it rained very hard. The girl
wanted to go outside so badly, but her
mother wouldn't let her. It rained and
rained and rained. The girl had never
seen so much rain in all her life. She
just stared out the window and watched
the rain and waited for it to stop.

Finally, after hours and hours and hours
of rain, the sun began to peek its head
out from behind the clouds. And when
the girl looked up, she saw the most
amazing sight she had ever seen. A
rainbow straight off the Lucky Charms®
cereal box was shining brightly in the
sky, twinkling and glistening in the dew.

GIRL:

(GIRL pantomimes looking out the window and
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MOM:

It's not very cute. It guards the pot of
gold, and if you try to take it, the
leprechaun will perform water torture on
you for all eternity.

(The LEPRECHAUN enters with a bowl. He sits it
on the ground and casually lies in front of it. The
GIRL enters. She squeals.)

GIRL:

Huh?

GIRL:

MOM:

I know. It sounds weird. But I know. I've
been to the end of the rainbow. And it's
true. He just drips water on your head
until you go crazy.

JOE:

This sounded so peculiar to the girl. She
thought about it and thought about it.
She decided that her mother must be
trying to get to the pot of gold first or
wanted all the glory for herself or was
just trying to stop her from doing
something fun and exciting. So she
said:

GIRL:

I'm going to go anyway.

JOE:

And her mother said:

MOM:

But I just told you . . .

JOE:

And the girl—

GIRL:

Hey! They can tell who's talking. You
don't have to spell it out for them!

JOE:

Sorry.

GIRL:

I know you just told me that the
leprechaun will torture me for all
eternity, but I think I know better. I'm
going to get the pot of gold.

MOM:

But how can you know better? I've been
there. I've seen the leprechaun ruining
minds with his tricky water torture!

GIRL:

You just don't want me to experience
life! You never let me do anything! I'm
not a baby anymore! AHHHHH!

I finally made it! Mom was so wrong! I
knew I'd find it! Hey, Mr. Leprechaun.
I'm here for the pot of gold.

(GIRL advances toward the bowl. When she gets
too close, the LEPRECHAUN grabs her and
starts dripping water on her head using a straw.
She screams and faints. The LEPRECHAUN
laughs and continues his evil dripping.)
JOE:

And so, boys and girls, the moral of the
story is this: It pays to obey. Grown-ups
know what they are talking about and
can save you from the same fate as the
poor girl who is still being tortured with
water by the leprechaun. And the
leprechaun lived happily ever after. The
End.
(The End)

(GIRL exits. MOM looks at audience and shrugs.
She exits.)
JOE:

After a day of hard travel, no food, and
no sleep, the girl finally arrived at the
end of the rainbow.
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21

CHARACTERlesson

Likely Candidates
Put the following 10 people in order according to their likelihood to help you in a time of
need with 1 as the most likely and 10 as least likely.

_______ Your student minister
_______ Heisman Trophy winner		
_______ Your parents			
_______ Editor of People magazine		
_______ Spiderman			
_______ Director of NASA		
_______ Your math teacher		
_______ Your best friend			
_______ American Idol winner		
_______ A Navy Seal			

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®.
Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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CHaracterlesson 21

student worksheet

RISK AND GRACE (RAHAB)

biblical passage: Joshua 2:1–24; 6:17, 22–25
memory verse: Hebrews 11:31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the
spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.

Rahab’s STORY
Discuss the following questions with your group based on Joshua 2:1–24 and 6:17,
22–25.
Group 1
RISK
List several ways Rahab risked her life for the spies. What do you think
would have happened if the king found out what she did?
Group 2
ASSIST
List several ways Rahab helped the spies. What information did she
give them about her people? Why do you think she helped the spies?
Group 3
REWARD
What led to Rahab’s belief in God? How was Rahab rewarded?
What do her actions tell us about her faith in God?
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1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.
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CHaracterlesson 21

master teacher student worksheet

RISK AND GRACE (RAHAB)

biblical passage: Joshua 2:1–24; 6:17, 22–25
memory verse: Hebrews 11:31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the
spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.

Rahab and God’s People
1. Rahab knew _______ could get in the way of God’s people (Josh. 2:1–24).
2. Rahab’s life was saved by the _______ of God’s people (Josh. 6:17, 22–25).

SMALL-GROUP

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What does it mean to take a risk?
• What did Rahab risk for God?
• In what ways does your generation take risks?
• What does risk look like in a believer’s life?
• How are risks and faith connected?
• What risks has God called you to take?
• What would’ve happened if Rahab played it safe?
• How did her risk allow God’s grace to show?
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