San Pedro Presbyterian Church
Sharing the Promise of Peace in Christ

Dear Friends,

I recently reread Craig Barnes’ book, When God Interrupts. It is a fascinating study dealing with the struggles, pains and
sufferings that we face in this world. This class caused me to wrestle more with the issue of why we have suffering in the
world and how God relates to it. Dr. Barnes helped us look at the tragedies and conflicts we face through different eyes.
When we look around the world, actually we do not have to look that far, when we look out our back door, we see and
experience the pains and sufferings of life. It is easy to become very cynical and believe that God doesn’t care. But we have
forgotten that we are living in a fallen world, a world filled with evil. There is much good in the world, but evil is always
creeping around attempting to taint the good. We as Christians live in this world, and because of this we become
casualties of the environment. We are hit by the ugliness of society, the bad choices of bad people, the sin of the world
around us. And, yes, we have to admit that we also contribute to the problems of the world…for we are sinners. But there
is Good News!
Philip Yancey, in his book Where Is God When It Hurts, wrote, “The fact that Jesus came to earth where he suffered and
died does not remove pain from our lives. But it does show that God did not sit idly by and watch us suffer in isolation.”
O how true he writes. The old proverb still rings true, “God never promised you a rose garden.”
But there is one truth that helps me the most when I think of all the pain in this world. And that truth is, God is always with
us. Though God did not promise that life would be easy, he clearly assures us that we are never alone, never separated
from him. “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present not the future,
not any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38.39). It is this assurance that brings to each of us, even in the most tragic
moments of life, the “peace that passes all understanding.”
O how that warms my heart and strengthens my soul in times of trouble. God does not abandon me but comes with me
into my troubles. Holds me up. Encourages me to persevere. And enables me to never give up. This is good news to my
heart as I strive to live for Christ in this world.

Hold on to the faith, dear friends, and keep the joy!
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Embracing Holistic Small Groups
By Dave Reiss
Small groups at San Pedro Presbyterian have been designed to help our church strengthen their faith through studying
God’s word in community. We have embraced the sermon-based small group model to connect the spiritual
development of the individual with the greater church community. As people gather in their small groups, they are all
discussing the same passage as every other small group at San Pedro. Small group members are engaging with the
week’s sermon on a deeper level, as they thoughtfully listen to what Calvin and Paul are saying.
I am very thankful for those who have led our small groups during the 2018-19 school year. Thank you for giving up
your time, opening up your home, and embracing the vision of small group ministry. Here are our amazing youth small
group leaders who met week after week with middle and high school students to show them God’s love and help them
grow in their faith: Jared Chamblee, Jennifer Dowe, Karl Lincoln, Cindy Mapes, Abby Redin, Diane Redin, and
Gina Williamson. We also have a terrific team that have hosted and led small groups for adults this past year. Thank
you much: Dan Blankenhorn, Nancy Brown, Shelly Buschfort, Eileen Gostylo, Kay Kelley, Barbara Lincoln, Jann Rouille,
Dennis Solis, Mark Tapley, Roger and Peggy Thompson, Dara Valdez, and Lindsey Woodhaven.
As our small groups prepare to take a break over the summer, I am beginning to look at what the next phase of small
group ministry will look like.
In the book, The Church as Movement, JR Woodward and Dan White Jr. highlight three functions of the church, which,
when they work together, “create a holistic picture and also naturally flow into embodied practices” (145). They title
these functions communion, community, and co-mission. These three functions work together to strengthen identity in
God through education (communion), welcoming each other into fellowship (community), and serving God in the world
(co-mission). I believe that our small groups must begin to take innovative ways to connect education, fellowship, and
mission under a holistic banner that promotes the flourishing of individuals and communities.
I first introduced the small group model to youth program and then incorporated them into the adult education when I
took on that role at San Pedro. These groups are where adults gather weekly to build community and grow in faith by
discussing the same passage that our pastors preach on. It is now time for our small groups to take the next step, by
incorporating education, fellowship, and mission into one holistic model. These small groups will help defragment
ministries and encourage discipleship of the head, heart and body.
Small group learning provides us a place to wrestle with spiritual questions in the
safety of a caring community. When we study God’s word together, we gain more
than clichés to make us feel good, we enhance our lives as we “peel back the
EDUCATION
MISSION
grace, love, pain, beauty, doubt and hope hidden beneath the layers of our
life” (109). As a group meets together to learn, they become a place of worship
and fellowship as they develop friendships and deepen their faith.
FLOURISHING
Small groups are about more than learning, they are about living out faith
together. In our small groups “we learn how to mature in love within our spiritual
family” (109). By incorporating acts of intentional fellowship such as shared meals,
game nights, and other social outings, groups create shared experiences which promote
FELLOWSHIP
unity and koinonia, “a common life together” (146). Times of small group fellowship are
essential for the group to move beyond another class and into the heart of real
community.
If we were to stop at education and fellowship, groups would become inwardly focused, never living into all Jesus calls
us to be. By integrating acts of service into the lifeblood of our groups, members are challenged to discover their
“unique missional ministry God is inviting us to” (109). Small groups are not about what an individual can obtain, but
how a community can bring God’s transforming presence into hurting places. Embracing small group missional living
reminds us that “we are not heroes, but beggars who are seeking to tell other beggars where to find food” (109).
Missional elements are essential if we are to see our groups flourish. Engaging in acts of service takes small groups out
of the comfort of a living room and into a transformative expression of faith. Serving together as a small group allows
members to practice their faith in the safety of community, encouraging others to be stretched by God (149).
I am excited for what God has instore for San Pedro through Holistic Small Group ministry. I believe groups that
embrace education, fellowship, and mission will bring new life to their groups and inspire our congregation to live
deeper into all that God has for us. I pray that you will join a small group as see all the great ways God will work in and
through you.
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Adult Education Deacon, Mark Tapley
I’m serving as the Deacon for Adult Education. In some
ways, this is the most fun and easiest thing to do around
San Pedro. The Adult Education Deacon gets to, and
should, learn - because no good teacher is not also a good
learner - about God and the world God made for us to
live in. The great joy of this position is connecting together the world, the Bible, prayer, the sermons, and the wonderful discussions we have about
our faith at San Pedro, and seeing how each makes the others stronger. The challenge for
the Adult Education Deacon is to communicate the enthusiasm of that learning process to
the rest of the congregation. To that end, I work on coming up with forums that capture peoples’ interest,
pull them together, and get them talking. The Small Groups are a great example of that, for they provide an
ideal setting for people to exchange ideas, test their beliefs, and challenge each other in supportive and
non-threatening ways. Another is the series of Sunday School classes, which I’m responsible for coordinating and monitoring. Another is the Summer Movie series, and coordinating volunteers to lead the
discussion for each movie by drawing out its religious themes, hopefully inspiring us to keep our faith at the
front of their minds, connecting it to everything we see and experience. I work with the other Deacons,
meeting monthly with them, and with my Elder counterpart, and get great help from Dave in curriculum
planning and organizing events. I was also on the All-Church Retreat planning committee, sharing ideas and
helping with that event. As do the other Deacons and Elders, I come forward at the end of each service, to
help people to pray for comfort, to help them celebrate blessings, or just to serve as a sounding board and
help them start a conversation with God. As for all Deacons, the duties of planning the annual budget for
my ministry, tracking expenditures, and reporting to the Session on the accomplishments of the month and
year are part of my activities, as is serving every few months to prepare the Church for worship on Sunday
or to clean up afterward. I’m still surprised and grateful for the opportunity to serve, and always welcome
suggestions or advice on how to do it better. Thanks and blessings.

Financial Development Deacon, Bob Gibson
In other churches or times you may have heard this role called Stewardship, but
whatever the label, my primary focus is on congregational giving. At SPPC we have two
Financial Deacons. As the Financial Management Deacon, Tom Workman oversees
expenses, bill payments, bank accounts, and cash outflow. As the Financial Development
Deacon, my orientation and responsibility is on the income side of the ledger, on pledges
and donations and cash receipts.
Typically, this role begins at an early fall meeting with the Pastors where we discuss the
theme and approach to the upcoming Stewardship campaign. This is followed-up by the
recruitment of member speakers to address the congregation during several worship services in Oct/Nov.
Concurrently, I prepare and mail several letters to our members that announce the Stewardship season and
then distribute pledge forms for their prayerful consideration. Pledge forms are collected at a
late-November Dedication Sunday but then continue to be received for several weeks.
In January of the new year I combine the pledged financial commitments received with an analysis of prior
year’s history of non-pledged donations and plate cash to prepare a projected income report for the
Session. I meet with the Session to review the facts and assumptions regarding projected income, after
which the Session develops and approves the annual SPPC revenue and expense budget. In each of the
months following budget approval I monitor congregational giving for positive/negative variances relative
to hitting the income target.
Additionally, I inform the congregation of mutually beneficial giving opportunities, such as the use of
Qualified Charitable Distributions from Individual Retirement Accounts. By using this feature individuals
who must take a Required Minimum Distribution can have it sent directly to SPPC and not pay any federal
tax. Please don’t hesitate to alert me to other giving opportunities or ask for any help that I may be able to
provide.
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Deacons’ Continued...
Children’s Ministry Deacon, Browyn King
Hi! My name is Browyn King and I just took over as the Children's Deacon. What does
that mean? Well, I am still getting my shoes wet, but I'll let you know about what I've
been doing so far! I work closely with Dawn Reiss, the Director of Children's Ministry and
think of myself as a "support person" to her. Currently we are working on setting up and
organizing an AWESOME VBS that she has planned for the kids this June (June 18-21st to
be exact!) This year Dawn has a "Gospeltopia" theme planned out, a spin off of
"Zootopia", and we will be teaching and learning about different animals and how they
relate to Christ. This is such an exciting time for the kids and volunteers alike. There is no
love and learning like VBS! So far we have an excellent team of volunteers to help run the week, but please
reach out if you have any interest in joining in on the fun! The first year I volunteered I had such a great
time and met some amazing people, kids and adults alike. It really helped me feel more connected to the
church and have lasting relationships. In the fall I will also be taking over the Acolyte Program in the fall
from Ellyce Warns. Be on the lookout for training coming up come August/September! I LOVE these kids in
the church and love getting to work with Dawn so closely. If you have any questions with the Children's
Ministry at all, please come and talk to me!
Congratulations to our San Pedro Kids rising into middle school:
Ramses Arce, Luke Espinoza, Elias Matos, and Charlotte Sankey!
These students were recognized and presented with a gift on Sunday, June 2.
Happy Summer, everyone! This school year absolutely flew by. The ministries of San Pedro
Kids were full of fun, friendship, and growth in our faith! Take a walk down memory lane with me for a
moment: In the fall, we had huge attendance numbers in Sunday School and Wednesday Night Kids. We
had a blast at National Night Out with the rest of our congregation. The children learned songs with Miss PJ
and performed a few times before the holidays; then, it was already time to celebrate Christmas with
Advent Adventure and our Christmas Eve service! I am so proud of the kids who participated on December
24th; it was a team effort and truly our best service yet! In January, our older elementary kids and their
parents completed Families at the Table and learned more about what it means to be baptized and why we
take Communion. The nine families who attended enjoyed their time together very much! Then spring
brought our all-church retreat to Mo Ranch and the Egg Hunt right after! And every week, we had
Children’s Church, Sunday School, Wednesday Night Kids, and our acolytes serving in services. We finish out
the year with Riser Sunday and the much-anticipated return of Vacation Bible School! Wow! The San Pedro
Kids stay busy!
These ministries are a team effort and could not be done well without the time and talents of our amazing
volunteers and staff members, so please thank the following people when you see them (in no particular
order): Erin & Kevin Heinze*, Browyn & Austin King*, Ellyce Warns*, Faye Davis, Lyndsey Watson, Jennifer
Dowe, Linda Page, Lydia Saro, Griffin Gaedke, Shelly
Buschfort, Mabrie Casbeer, Parker Mapes, Donna
Campbell, Sarah Hakim, Linda Gibson, Paul Gaedke,
Dave Reiss, and PJ Waite. I would also like to thank
everyone who is helping with VBS this year. It’s a
massive combined effort! (* indicates Children’s
Ministry Committee members)
Over the summer, we will have Sunday School in June and July. Children’s Church will be open weekly
during the 11:00 service starting June 9 (for children ages 3 through entering kindergarten). We are looking
forward to an exciting year ahead in 2019-2020! It all starts back up again right after Labor Day! Stay cool
and read your Bible every day!
Love, Miss Dawn
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2019 CONFIRMANDS
Justin Baca
8th Grade, Smithson Valley Middle School
I’ve grown up in a Christian home and started attending SPPC when I was 5. Before that, we visited several
churches but finally felt at home when we found SPPC. Right around that time I was finally old enough to
begin attending children’s Sunday School and I remember going every Sunday. I always looked forward to
being old enough to join the youth program.
I believe that Jesus came to save us from our sin and that all who truly believe in him are saved and will be
with him eternally. I believe that all who believe will be guided by the Holy Spirit. I believe we should try to
commit as few sins as possible, but I know that it is impossible, and that is why we need forgiveness.
Growing in faith is important, and people do it in many ways. I feel that I grow the most when listening to
someone preach. It helps me fully understand what the Bible is trying to say when it is broken down and
explained. Spending time with God in prayer is important, as well as reading the Bible or even just thinking
about my faith.
Spreading the word of the gospel is a key part of your faith. Sharing God’s good news and showing others
his grace can help you to grow in your own faith. Surrounding yourself with people who you can talk to
about God and being able to help each other grow is also important.
My verse is Psalm 32:4, “I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and
delivered me from all my fears.” It Is comforting to know that no matter the
problem, no matter the circumstance, God will always be with you and do
what best for you.
Dylan Hager
8th Grade, Spring Branch Middle School
I came to know the Christian faith through my mother. We; my mother, little
brother Dalton and I; would attend San Pedro Presbyterian Church on
Sundays. In 2009 I lost my Father to a very rare form of Cancer, I was 5 years
old. In search of a way to put food on the table my mother answered a want ad for a childcare worker here
at San Pedro. Little did we know how this job would be a turning point for us.
This church became our second home. A home filled with family, that has helped us grow, heal and feel
connected. These are just a few things that I feel show the Christian faith along with the support, love and
unity among church members/family. Just knowing that your Church family will be there to help in your
time of need. I have seen this when my Mom really needed help.
I have grown so much in this church, starting in my moms nursery, than attending Sunday School,
Wed Night Kids with Pastor Paul, many years of various VBS programs and finally moving on to the Youth
Program with Dave. I plan on continuing my journey in my Faith by attending Church, reading my Bible
more often and participating in Church mission groups and in clubs. Being involved in all of these different
programs has taught me that showing your faith is as simple as just being there for someone, listening, and
guiding with positive words of prayer. I will continue to grow and show my faith through the helping hands
the Lord has giving me.
“When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You. In God, whose word I praise, in God I have put my trust; I shall
not be afraid. What can mere man do to me?” (Psalm 56:3-4). I chose this life verse because when we look
to God and read His word, it will bring any situation back into perspective and realize that if we trust in the
Lord, there is no need to be afraid, for He is greater than anything that we fear. Fear is one of these things,
designed to make us feel that we “need” God. It can lead us to Him when we realize that we have no power
to save ourselves. “I will put my trust in You” – God is the only one that is able to save us.
6

Oaklee Hix
7th Grade, Kitty Hawk Middle School
As I grew up, I almost always went to church and Sunday
School. Although I did sometimes miss those activities,
I always went to Vacation Bible School (VBS) in elementary
school. I believe that when I went to these things, when I
was little, they really helped me to understand and know
who God is and to know what the Christian faith means to
me.
I believe that you don’t go to Heaven because you are a
good person, you go to Heaven because you give you give
your life to Jesus; who is the way, the truth, and the life. I also believe that people need to take their own
journey to find out who God is to them because I don’t think that people should go off of what others say is
good for their faith, but I do think that they should go off of what they believe is good for their faith.
I have grown in my faith by finding San Pedro, and joining the youth group. I think that to continue growing
in my faith I need to go deeper into what God wants me to do. I also need to continue learning what my
identity is in the Christian faith, so I can know more about who God is to me. When I sing in church, and
when I go to small group and youth group, I feel like I am showing what I believe. As I get older, I would like
to go on mission trips; and I would like to talk with and connect to more people with/about my faith.
My favorite verse is Jeremiah 33.3, “Call to me and I will tell you great and unsearchable things you do not
know.” I like this verse because I do want to know more about God, and listen to him. Listening to what
God, will help me fulfill my purpose. You could say it’s my purpose in life, but I say it’s my purpose in my
faith. Therefore, I am going to stay true to what I believe.
Landon Hockley
7th Grade, Kitty Hawk Middle School
I have always been a part of a church and lived a Christian life. The church I grew up in and was baptized in
did not have a very active youth group, but I participated when I could. I went to catholic school for my first
four years and we attend church every week. The church has always been a big part of my life and
I watched my mom give a lot of her time to the church.
I believe that Jesus Christ gave his life for us. I believe that we are to follow in his footsteps and live a life
that is gracious and forgiving. I believe we are to use our talents to help others that are less fortunate.
I believe we are to teach his words to others when I am able.
I show my faith by being a faithful and supportive friend. I pray for my friends that are not as fortunate.
I show mercy to my friends that may make mistakes. As I grow older I will continue to live a life of curiosity
in God’s land and show that I am God’s follower through life and death. I will use time and talents to help
others find their own purpose.
My life verse is 1 Corinthians 16:13, “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.”
It means that I should stand strong in my faith and always believe in my faith.
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Abigail Redin
11th Grade, Smithson Valley High School
Growing up with a Catholic mother and a father who refused to be Catholic, led to a childhood of
infrequent Sunday church attendance due to disagreements as to where to worship. I knew God, but not in
the way other kids did. When I was in the third grade, my friend invited me to join her elementary school
girls group. In fourth grade, her parents invited my parents to join their Acacia group. As we started making
more and more friends at the church, we started attending Sunday mornings with them. In 6th grade, my
family and I were in a roll over car accident where our Chevy Tahoe flipped three times. All of us should
have been seriously injured, if not killed, but we walked away from that scene unharmed. It was crazy to us,
and every single amazing person who stopped to help us, that we were able to walk away from an accident
that shut down I-10 on Friday of Labor Day Weekend without any injuries. I still pray for all of those people
who helped us to this day. After the accident we got two very different responses when we told people
what happened. Half of the people would say, “Wow Chevy must have amazing safety features” and the
other half would say, “There was an angel with y’all that day.” The second response hit us pretty hard and
for some reason I think it hit me the hardest. Both my parents grew up going to church but I had never
really understood the true power of God. This event caused a shift in my life where I started to attend
church more in order to worship God who saved us. I was so moved by what had happened I decided to be
baptized that Easter.
I believe that God is the Father almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth. I believe that Jesus is His one true
son. I believe Jesus died for my sins. I believe I was eternally forgiven for my sins when Jesus died on the
cross. I believe God has a beautiful life waiting for me.
I have grown in my faith by going on mission trips to help others in the name of our Father and by leading
the middle school girls small group. These events have shown me what God can do though other people.
I hope to start reading my Bible more and really understanding the words in front of me, not just reading
them. I also want to pray more and spend more time meditating and having conversations with Him.
I show my faith to others by talking to people when they are in need of help and I try my best to lead by
example. I hope as I get older I don’t lose my drive for talking to people when they are in need and I hope
to continue to be an example to others.
My favorite verse is 1 Corinthians 16:13. “Be on your Guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous.
Be strong.” To me this verse tells me how I should live my life. I need to be on my guard for people who will
try to bring me down or hurt me. I must stand firm in my faith, even when I think God doesn’t care about
me anymore or I have disappointed him or even when people try to convince me I should do something
I know is wrong, I must stand by what I believe. I need to be courageous when I am scared and alone and
walking through what feels like the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Life is not easy, if it was we would all get
to live our dreams. So I must be strong when I watch my dream crumble before my eyes and be strong
enough to know that this is clearly not the dream I am supposed to have and that God has a plan better
than anything I could have ever imagined.
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Lucy Reiss
7th Grade, Bradley Middle School
I was born into a Christian family, and have been attending church since I was a child. Both my parents work
at the church now, when I was younger only my dad did. When I was six we moved to Texas from Alabama
for my dad’s new church job. A few years later I joined the youth group here at SPPC. I went through some
hard things but trusted God to help me through it.
I believe that God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus make up the Trinity, and none is higher than the other. I believe
that Jesus died to save us and then rose again, the rock of our Christian faith. I believe that God created the
world, and awaits us in heaven. And I know that God is always with us.
Some experiences I have had to help me grow in my faith are the confirmation retreat, the Taos and
Rockport Mission Trips, and the All Church Retreats I have been on. Also, attending church plays a big role
too. I hope to continue growing in my faith by someday getting baptized and becoming a member. I show my
faith to others by attending church, helping others on mission trips, and sharing my beliefs with others.
My life verse is Psalm 107: 1, ¨Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.¨ This helps
me understand that no matter what I do, God loves me. I can and will mess up countless times and God will
never stop loving me.
Tate Schwab
10th Grade, Johnson High School
Ever since I could remember I have been attending San Pedro
Presbyterian and have been as active as possible. As a kid I
remember going to events like Vacation Bible School and even
some Christmas plays, but as I got older I started going to youth
events. Through the years I have felt the presence of God in my
life.
I believe that Jesus is God and he died on the cross for my sins. I know that he wipes my sins away each and
every day. I believe that he will lead me through life and each decision I will make. I believe that when my
time on Earth is done I will go to Heaven and be with God.
I have grown in my faith through the mission trips that I have gone on. Also all of the friends I have made
through the youth group have helped me grow in my faith. As I continue growing in my faith I want to be
more active in the youth group and to show others what it is like to follow God. As I grow in God’s name,
I hope to move others closer to him. I want people to know that they can turn to me if needed. As I get older
I would like to improve on these practices.
My favorite verse is Proverbs 16:3, “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plan will succeed.” To me
this shows that whatever I do he will back me up and push me through.
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Landry Williamson
8th Grade, Bush Middle School
I have been involved with the Presbyterian church for my whole life. I was
baptized as a baby and have attended church ever since. We had Sunday school
rotations when I was in elementary school and my favorite was cooking recipes
that taught our lesson in “Sarah’s Kitchen.” When we moved to San Antonio from
Savannah, GA it took a long time to find a church home. It was hard not having our
“Sunday routine” and I realized I missed going to church. It keeps God in my daily
life. It has been a fun experience to be a part of SPY groups the last couple of
years. I have learned more about God’s Word and made new friends. One of my
favorite things about the service is singing the Gloria Patri each Sunday.
I believe being a Christian is important because I know that God is always watching over me. He sent His Son,
Jesus, so that I can have eternal life by believing in Him. As I get older, I hope I always have church friends to
lean on when peer pressure gets tough. My school friends and I discuss the different ways we worship God
and even though we go to different churches. It is important that we believe in the same Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Another way I show my faith is by doing mission projects in the community like passing out food
and school supplies. I hope to continue showing love for others by helping people who are less fortunate
than I am. It is important to love one another as the Bible says, even when people make it difficult to love
them.
My life verse is: Ephesians 4:32, “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.” I like this verse because it reminds me that nothing I do is unforgivable to God. This
is the kind of love I should show others.

Cienna Angel Lopez Ytuarte
8th Grade, Ed White Middle School
I grew up in a Catholic family, I went to a Catholic Church until I was 8. I went to many
different Vacation Bible Schools over the course of my life. I went to Baptist, Catholic,
Christian, and Presbyterian Vacation Bible Schools. I loved going to church and learning
about God. I was baptized as a baby in a Catholic Church and had my first Communion
when I was 5 in a Catholic Church.
I believe that God has never left me or forgotten about me during hard times. In third
grade things happened that would change my life forever. Things that would never
heal and I would never recover from. I might never let it show to my friends and family,
and I might smile and laugh and say "It's okay" it has never felt the same. My childhood
was shattered and my heart forever bruised. Usually when you lose things you can find them again. I've never
been able and will never be able to find what I lost or put something in their place to make up for their loss.
As I grow older, I see opportunities to help others and myself learn more about Jesus. I think God would be
proud of me as I am learning a lot about being selfless and thinking of others in the situations that are thrust
upon me. I feel very grateful for this opportunity to learn more about my grandmother and my family as well.
My favorite verse is from 1 Corinthians 13:13, "And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love. But the
greatest of these is Love." I know that I always have Faith, Hope and Love. I have Faith that God died for my
sins. I have Hope that my future is in God's hands and I know that God and everyone I know Loves me
unconditionally.
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High School Seniors
Paddy Joyce, SHAPE American High School, Mons, Belgium.
Plan for the Fall: I will be attending Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, PA.
Hopes for the Future: I hope to be a computer engineer.
Favorite SPPC Memory: I remember falling out of canoe with Michael and Jeremy on the
Oklahoma Mission Trip.
Favorite Verse: Psalm 23:6 “Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of
my life, and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.”

Matthew Hakim, Clark High School
Plans for the Fall: I will be going to the University of Texas’s Pharmacy school.
Hopes for the Future: I am not sure what the future holds.
Favorite SPPC Memory: I loved playing the spoon war game with the boys on our Taos Mission
Trip.
Favorite Verse: Ezekiel 36:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

Hunter Smith, Madison High School
Plans for the Fall: I will be going to the Army’s TX National Guard basic training for six weeks on
July 1st. Afterwards I will start taking classes at Lakeview Community College.
Hopes for the Future: I hope to be a high school football and soccer coach and eventually become
an athletic coordinator and then an athletic director.
Favorite SPPC Memory: There are just too many great memories but probably playing spoons on
the New Mexico Mission Trip.
Favorite Verse: Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”

Noah David Tandy, God's Grace Academy (Homeschool)
Plans for the Fall: I plan to attend Stephen F. Austin State University to study geography.
Hopes for the Future: I look forward to studying climatology, bowling competitively, finding a
good church that fits me in Nacogdoches.
Favorite SPPC Memory: I loved playing my guitar in the Youth Sunday worship service.
Favorite Verse: Psalm 56:3 “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.”

College Graduates
Jennifer June Elizabeth Pederson graduated from the University of Findlay in Findlay, Ohio with a double major of
BS in Animal Sciences with a Pre-Veterinary emphasis and Equestrian Studies with English Riding (Dressage)
emphasis. Minors in Biology and Chemistry.
Ellie (Laura) Tapley is graduating from Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois with a BA in Creative Writing.
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Back to school supply drive for Coker Elementary and
Bradley Middle Schools!
During the month of July we’ll be collecting back to
school supplies for our neighborhood schools. On
August 8th we’ll be hosting our annual back to school
event for the Coker and Bradley students to come
shopping for their school supplies.
2019-2020 NEISD supply lists include the following:
 8 / 16 / 24 count Crayola crayons (count depends
on grade level)
 12 count colored pencils
 Broad tip washable markers
 # 2 pencils
 Mechanical Pencils
 Large pink eraser
 Red pencils
 Red pens
 Highlighters
 Blue or black pens
 Pocket folders with brads – different colors
 Single subject wide ruled spirals
 Composition books – wide ruled
 Wide ruled notebook paper – 300 count
















Construction paper
Index cards
Glue Sticks
8 oz bottle of Elmer’s glue
Ruler – English/Metric
5 inch Fiskar scissors: blunt edge for lower grades,
pointed edge for upper grades
Plastic supply box 9” x 6” x 2”
Zipper pouch for supplies
10 divider pages
2” – 3” binder - elementary
3” – 4” binder – middle school
Unscented tissues – 200 count
Washable water color paints (pre K only)
Protractor (4th grade only)

CAM backpacks – get ready to shop! Your name tags will be handed out during
June, then it’s time to hit the July back to school sales. Bring your filled backpack
to church no later than Sunday, July 21st when we will bless them during the 11:00
service and deliver them to CAM. Please note, if you are tying bags of additional
supplies like Kleenex to your backpack, tie it on well and label it with your
student’s name. Last year, we had some of those additions fall off, and we want to
make sure your student gets all their supplies.
SAVE THE DATE: CAM Gala will be on October 10, 2019
CAM Amazon registry. Guess what CAM fam! Donating to CAM just got a whole lot easier! We know our
supporters and donors have busy lifestyles, and not everyone has the time to go and shop for us, or they may
not have the time to stop by our campus to drop off their donations. Well, good news….CAM now has an
Amazon registry! Like a baby or wedding registry, we’ve added some of our most needed items to this list
and you’re able to pick and choose what you’d like to donate to CAM,
and once you’ve purchased, it’ll get delivered straight to our organization! Click here to access CAM’s Amazon registry.
If you have any questions, contact our Director of Development,
Sarah Kory, at: skory@cam-sa.org.
Don't forget to save all those hotel shampoos, soaps, and other hygiene items during your summer travels for
Christian Assistance Ministry! CAM provides the top needs that most who are facing poverty, crisis, or homelessness need immediate access to in order to survive, avoid further crisis, or move forward for sustainable
change.
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House of Neighborly Services News—Donate to their Thrift Store. HNS runs a small thrift
shop once a week to provide goods at a deeply discounted rate to the community.
This shop also allows HNS to raise additional money to fund their programs. They accept
donations for their Thrift Store throughout the year. Needed items include: household
appliances, toys for infants and children, bed sheets and blankets, clothes and shoes, baby items, and
furniture. Donation drop off is Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm. To schedule pick up for large
items or large amounts of donations, call Sandra Morales, executive director, at 210-314-2940.
HNS needs your help for scholarships for deserving graduates on the west side of SA! Buy a raffle ticket for
$5 and a chance to win a NEW 65" 4K TV! Ticket donation: $5 each or $20 for 6!!! Available at the Missions
Desk or contact Leslie Anderson, Ann King, Rachael Trevino, Velma Deats, or Charlotte Randolph. Let's help
give these young people a bright future!
SPONSOR A STUD!!! This is a great way to support Habitat for
Humanity and their effort to provide affordable housing in San
Antonio. Social groups, youth groups, individuals can decorate a 2x4 that will go into a Habitat house to be a
blessing for the family and the volunteers. $100 per stud. For info contact Leslie Anderson at 830-388-0293.

CENTRAL MARKET LUNCHEON
Eighteen GIRLFRIENDS met at the Central Market
Cooking School on Monday, April 29th. We watched
the Chef show us how she prepared each portion of
the meal while we enjoyed eating the fruits of her
labor. Fun was had by all. A number of responses
were “Let’s do it again!” A visit to the grocery section
of Central Market ended our day.
Several GIRLFRIENDS and their spouses attended
the Annual BOOMERS Pinwheel Party at the home
of Roger and Peggy Thompson on May 4th. The rain
stopped in time to dry up their backyard for this fun
event. A few ladies (and one gent) showed off their
festive derby hats.
SUMMER LUNCHEON SERIES
The GIRLFRIENDS (includes all the women of the church) will be going out to lunch during the months of
June, July and August. The first outing will be held on June 25th at Rosella’s in The Botanical Gardens, 555
Funston St. Cost will be $20 payable at sign-up. If you would like to carpool, we will meet at the church
back parking lot NLT 10:55 am. Also, if you want to explore the Gardens on your own after lunch, the cost
would be $10.
July 23rd and August 24th will be our next event dates. Mark your calendars now and watch the Sunday
Bulletin and email announcements for time and place. Sign-ups will be in the Narthex. Get out and enjoy
some summer fun and fellowship.
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Member Care Communication
As we all know, communication is extremely important. To that end, the pastors, officers, and staff at SPPC
want to know if you or a loved one have need of prayer, a visit, or communion. Please let the Church Office
(210-494-6560) (sppchurch@sppcsa.com) or the Member Care Deacon, Becky Hooper (210-415-9072) know
if someone in our church family or your family is ill, in the hospital, or is pending surgery. We want to help in
any way we can and we are only a phone call away!
Notary Public
Our Office Manager/Treasurer, Mabrie Casbeer is a certified Notary Public, State of Texas. SPPC would like
to offer this service to our members free of charge. If you or a family member are in need of a notary,
please contact Mabrie at sppchurch@sppcsa.com or 210-494-6560.
Transition Team
After Calvin announced his retirement, a Transition Committee has been at work gathering a variety of data
needed for a Mission Study Report (MSR). The MSR will be used by the Pastoral Search Committee after
Calvin leaves in October. An important part of the MSR is a SPPC all member survey which will be done
starting in June. The on-line computer survey can be done from your own computer or one at the church.
All the survey information is anonymous, but the survey company reports will provide insight into where
SPPC is now and where (we, the members) want to go in the future. This is your opportunity to tell us what
you like, dislike, and want to change as the Pastoral Selection Committee looks to find a pastor that fits with
our wants, desires, and hopes for SPPC moving forward.
Details of when and how to access the survey will be presented to all church members early in June. Your
participation is very important.
Stewardship News—Bob Gibson, Financial Development Deacon
Congregational giving for the period January 1 – April 30, 2019 has given the kick-start needed to achieve
the Session-approved annual budget of $863,500. At the April 30 th point in time we would hope to be
one-third (33%) of the way toward hitting the 2019 income target and you have done that. Total income
received for the period was $413,015, which is 48% of the annual income budget and ahead of the target
for the period. Member pledged commitments were on target at 35% of their projected annual total, while
non-pledged donations were 63% of their annual budget and ahead of the period target. Please continue
this giving pace so that at year-end we can joyfully celebrate that 100% or more of budgeted support to
SPPC has been received. Your financial support enables your ministry to the San Pedro congregation,
neighborhood, and broader community. Thanks be to God!
Financial Report—Tom Workman, Financial Management Deacon
Reported income vs expenses for April 2019 and year to date show a dramatic improvement over previous
reports. SPPC is extremely grateful to a loving church member for an unexpected, most generous contribution.
We must be prudent in our management of these funds.
For the month ending April 30, 2019: Income* $277,275.04 - Expenses $74,039.26 - Net $203,235.78.
Year-to-date: Income* $495,756.60 - Expenses $284,720.28 - Net $211,036.22.
*Income includes both ordinary and investment income.
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June
Sarah Villarreal, 6/1
Sarah McLaughlin, 6/2
Jenesee Beaudoin, 6/3
John Munch, 6/3
Frank Closner, 6/4
Michael Krenz, 6/4
Bonna Gehring, 6/5
Bill McCartney, 6/7
Calvin Reynolds, 6/7
Tom Workman, 6/7
Matt Blankenhorn, 6/8
Jan Conner, 6/8
Cynthia Jelen, 6/9
Lodrick Williams (Sr.), 6/9
Jeremy Kolok, 6/11
Michael Brown, 6/14
Griffin Gaedke, 6/14
Pete Pederson, 6/14
Jason Hatch, 6/15

July
Gavin Duncan, 7/1
Morgan Gostylo Fawber, 7/1
Jesse Ramirez, 7/1
David Perez, 7/2
Mary Beth Roecker, 7/2
Ramses Arce, 7/3
Caleb Buschfort, 7/3
Jessica Jelen, 7/3
Carrie Summitt, 7/3
Doug Williams, 7/3
Alexandra George, 7/4
Robin Kelner, 7/4
John Paver, 7/4
Mason Page, 7/5
Mark Peele, 7/5
Wesley Flurry, 7/6
Linda Hutchins, 7/6
Evelyn Kwende Fru, 7/6
Clara Closner, 7/7
Grant Hockley, 7/7
Susan Guerrero, 7/8
Cienna Ytuarte, 7/8
Carson Closner, 7/9
Katarina McAnelly, 7/9
Eli Reiss, 7/9
Darrin Braune, 7/10
Penney Gilson, 7/10
Kathy Bonnema, 7/11

Brian Schwab, 6/16
Anne Gehrlein, 6/17
Sharon Williams, 6/18
Harry Wright, 6/18
Elice Palmer, 6/19
Greg Scott, 6/20
Gene Trevino, 6/20
Judy Geissen, 6/21
Erin Bell, 6/22
Lynda Shaffer, 6/23
George Casey, 6/24
Sharlene Jordan, 6/24
Austin King, 6/24
Elisabeth Munch, 6/26
Owen Sankey, 6/26
Kari Braune, 6/27
Janie Edwards, 6/27
Trudy Bell, 6/29
Suzanne Pyatte, 7/11
Bill Wyckoff, 7/11
Carolyn Salter, 7/12
Elias Matos, 7/13
Kari Schwab, 7/14
Mark Tapley, 7/14
Alexis Fenton, 7/15
George Maestas, 7/16
Lisa Meng, 7/16
Lisa R. Espinsoza, 7/18
Cecil Guerrero, 7/18
Pat McCoy, 7/18
Corinne Brinkman, 7/19
Carolyn Myers, 7/19
Carolyn Gaedke, 7/20
Kristen Harrison, 7/20
Browyn King, 7/20
Hunter Smith, 7/20
Janet Williams, 7/20
Rebecca George, 7/22
Zoran Monaro, 7/22
Mike Shary, 7/22
Tom Kelner, 7/23
Betty Stewart, 7/23
John Raver, 7/27
Brooke Workman, 7/27
Dennie Hawkins, 7/28
Kara Juhl, 7/28
Doris Taylor, 7/28
Martie Kemp 7/31

August
Liesl Davis, 8/1
Clyde Casbeer, 8/3
Bob Gibson, 8/3
Billie Winniford, 8/5
Kendyl Mapes, 8/6
Sherry Closner, 8/8
Jennifer Casey, 8/9
Louise Jennings, 8/9
Daniel Simpson, 8/10
Luke-Gregory Espinoza 8/11
Kay Westerfield, 8/11
Lesley Sallee, 8/12
Dottie Minor, 8/13
Joyce Popelar, 8/13
Jim Potyka, 8/14
Greyson Duncan, 8/15
Pamela Goble, 8/17

September
Elaine Barnes, 9/1
Lee Hooper, 9/1
Jonette Simpson, 9/1
Colin Williams, 9/1
Todd Fleming, 9/3
Loris Freed, 9/3
Myrle Koch, 9/3
Annelle Ledford, 9/3
Michael Sallee, 9/3
Matthew Scott, 9/3
Jaimee Raver,9/4
Lauren Bridgers, 9/6
Clara Fieldcamp, 9/6
Izabella Carpenter 9/7
Marissa Carlisle, 9/10
Bethany Flurry, 9/11
Bonnie Harsh, 9/11
Susan Odette, 9/11
Paula Workman, 9/11
Stephen Scott, 9/12
Al Hockley, 9/14
Deborah Pederson, 9/17
Ryan Braune, 9/18
Andrew Smith, 9/18
Sean McAnelly, 9/19
Bill Rice, 9/19

Justin Baca, 8/19
Charlotte Randolph, 8/19
Peggy Thompson, 8/20
Paul Gaedke, 8/21
Amy Gates, 8/22
Lori Hockley, 8/23
Helen Saro, 8/23
Mason Workman, 8/23
Melba Evans, 8/24
Betty Hayes, 8/24
Alicea Bonnema, 8/26
Hannah Heckman, 8/26
Barbara Goodwin, 8/27
Bob Kilgore, 8/27
Laura Tapley, 8/27
Bill Barnes, 8/30
Harvey Juarez, 8/31

Eric Buschfort, 9/20
Johnnie Carey 9/20
Kathy Scott, 9/21
Nicole Casbeer, 9/22
Adriana Espinoza, 9/22
Bob Osterloh, 9/22
Dennis Solis, 9/23
Nancy Brown, 9/24
Leslie Anderson, 9/25
Libby Fleming, 9/25
Helaine Price, 9/25
Kathleen Nelson, 9/26
Charlotte Noll, 9/26
Julianne Ventura, 9/26
Lodrick Williams, 9/26
Elizabeth Guerrero, 9/27
Heinz Johnson, 9/27
Telma Talla, 9/27
Molly Campbell, 9/28
Robert Huffman, 9/29
Baylor Randle, 9/29
Kati Briggs, 9/29
Nancy Crawford, 9/30
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
SAN PEDRO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. C. Calvin Reynolds, Jr. - Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul R. Gaedke - Associate Pastor
Mark Twehues—Director of Music
Katarina McAnelly—Associate Director of Music, Organist
Dave Reiss—Director of Youth and Adult Ministries
Dawn Reiss—Director of Children’s Ministry
Patricia J. Waite—Director of Children’s Music
Kelly Hager—Childcare Coordinator
Mabrie Casbeer—Office Manager/Treasurer
Jesse Ramirez—Sexton
Jason Hatch—Sound Engineer

SESSION
Class of 2020
Diana Grippi
Jim Potyka

Class of 2020
Dan Blankenhorn
Dan Gostylo

Class of 2021
Libby Fleming
Eric Mapes

BOARD OF DEACONS
Chair, Board of Deacons

Bob Kilgore

Christian Education

Cindy Mapes (Youth)
Browyn King (Children)
Mark Tapley (Adult)

Fellowship

Lyndsey Watson

Financial Development

Bob Gibson

Financial Management

Tom Workman

Marketing & Outreach

Diane Redin

Member Care

Becky Hooper

Missions

Linda Tutko

Property

Harvey Juarez

Worship

Geoff Morgan

The Rock is quarterly newsletter published by San Pedro Presbyterian Church in
San Antonio, Texas. Its purpose is to inform congregation members of news
and events within the church community. All SPPC members are welcome to
contribute items for publication subject to minimal editing and space
limitations. All SPPC members receive The Rock automatically. If you are not
receiving issues regularly, please call the Church Office to ensure future
delivery. For more information, contact the Church Office at 494-6560.

PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNION
Any church member who is unable to attend communion services
may request that Communion be distributed in his/her home by
calling the Church Office at 494-6560.
Also, if you, or a member you know, will be hospitalized, please call
the Church Office so the pastors can visit and minister to you.

EMAIL
In order to ensure that you receive all church communications,
please make sure you have provided your email address. Please send
that information to the Church Office at sppchurch@sppcsa.com or
210-494-6560.

CROSSROADS
This is a good time of the year to give yourself a gift of a cross for the
cross wall. We have many on the wall now but we want one from
every family in our congregation. It is your "footprint" in the church
to always remember your faith base. For more information please
contact Betty Hayes at 210-497-3433.

For more information please visit our website: www.sppcsa.com
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