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**We are moving to quarterly Newsletters. March, June, September, & December.**
This, therefore, is my Easter message for all of you.
Dear Friends,
On that glorious morning, unsuspecting of what they were about to experience, Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary, the
mother of James, encountered the empty tomb. Two angels appeared saying, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
Remember how he told you…on the third day he will rise from the dead.” They took these words to heart and believed what
they heard and saw. Eagerly they left to share this Good News with the apostles. And the Scriptures reveal the disciples’
reaction, “These words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.”
“An idle tale.” The word “idle” means “nonsense, empty talk, something laughable.” It seems that these very same apostles are
living among us today. Maybe they resemble us at times. Do we really believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, or is it simply a
foolish tale, a cute story to hear on Easter again?” I believe that this is the ultimate spiritual question that we face. It is either
true or not. We cannot call ourselves believers in Jesus, if the resurrection is simply “an idle tale.” Otherwise, we are fools to
continue what we are doing here for Him.
If we simply want to be a part of an organization that does good things for the community, then we can join a service organization. If we simply want to meet friends and have fellowship, then we can join a dance club or a neighborhood association or a
Country Club. The Church can offer these opportunities for all of us, but it must not be our sole reason for being a part of a
Church committed to Jesus Christ. If we are followers of the resurrected one, then we are called to higher expectations. We are
called to share the amazing story with others who do not know Him.
You might say, “Everyone knows Jesus.” This is not completely true. Everyone knows the name, but they do not know the
person. And they have heard the “idle tale,” but have not heard the “amazing story.” As we prepare for Resurrection Sunday,
let us pray for those who do not believe. Let us ask God to lead us to those who are ready to hear the Good News. But most
importantly, let us look within our own hearts and decide what we believe. Is it an idle tale, or the truth? If it is the truth, what
are we going to do about it?
Let us serve the Risen One, because we know he has risen.
Peace,
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Chair of Deacons: Bob Kilgore
What do Deacons do and why do we have them? In the
early Church, Deacons were used to improve its day-to-day
ministry. In the coming months, our Deacons will be
submitting articles for the Rock to describe what they do in
support of the specific ministries of SPPC. The first such
articles are written by Becky Hooper and Tom Workman and are included in this month’s
Rock. I encourage you to read Becky and Tom’s article and the ones that will follow in the months to come.
What does the Chairman of the Deacons do? I serve primarily as a facilitator of information. Each Deacon
prepares a monthly activity report regarding their area of responsibility. Each activity report is distributed
among all Deacons, so that everyone knows what everyone else is doing and to consider how it may affect
their own area of responsibility. On the fourth Sunday of each month I host a meeting of all the Deacons
after the 11:00 service. During that meeting we discuss the reports and any other information each Deacon
thinks should be shared with this group. After the meeting, I gather the reports and my notes of the
meeting and forward them to the Session. I also facilitate other communications between the Deacons and
the Elders.
I am humbled to work with the servant leaders of SPPC. Each brings a unique perspective to what we do
and what needs to be done. If you have a interest in a particular ministry here at SPPC, ask a Deacon! If you
aren’t sure which Deacon that might be, ask me! We are all called to serve. Consider how you can serve
TODAY.

Member Care Deacon: Becky Hooper
As the Member Care Deacon at SPPC, it is my responsibility to oversee activities designed to
welcome new members, encourage current members to join into church activities, and to
maintain contact with members who may no longer be able to attend activities or services.
(I have a great committee that does most of the work!)
At the last Deacons’ meeting, I enlisted the other Deacons to serve as “New Member
Ambassadors” to reach out to new members. Contact with new members is important to the life of the
church in order to answer questions as well as to encourage participation in church activities. We host
fellowship hours between services to encourage people to meet and greet one another. And cards, visits,
and holiday plants are sent to our home bound members.
I also take the friendship pads that you all sign on Sunday morning and enter your attendance into a
program called Servant Keeper. Taking attendance alerts us to the fact that someone may have missed a
few Sundays in a row and we need to contact them to make sure they are OK.
If you have ideas about how my committee can better serve the members of SPPC or you would be
interested in assisting with any of the Member Care ministries, please let me know. My e-mail address is
rebeccahooper75@gmail.com. Also, be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet to help deliver Easter Lilies soon!
Financial Management Deacon: Tom Workman
First, allow me to introduce myself as the new Financial Management Deacon. My family and I
have been members of San Pedro Presbyterian Church since the fall of 1980. We are blessed
to have found such a wonderful, nurturing church home to raise our children and to develop
lasting friendships with numerous congregational members. Prior to creating the Board of
Deacons, I served two terms on the Session as an Elder. Each term was a rewarding
experience. I am sure that my time as Deacon will be the same.
I will be working closely with other Deacons to assist them in the execution of their responsibilities to
specific missions and outreach of SPPC and to optimize our collective management of limited resources.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you feel the need to do so.
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Growing Together Through Interconnectedness.
By Dave Reiss
I had the recent pleasure of spending a little over two weeks in Los Angeles, California. I traveled there to
participate in an intensive class at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena. For many, going to Los Angeles would not be
considered a blessing but for me it transported me back to another time. What you may now know is that
I lived in LA after finishing college in 1997. My dream was to break into the entertainment industry, but
eventually came to realize that God had different plans for my life. It was in this city I answered God’s call to
go into ministry.
While here for school, I spent time exploring the areas that I use to live and connecting with friends I had not
seen in almost 20 years. I connected with old friends from film school, former middle school students who
are now in their 30’s; and other families and friends that were a part of my former life. This trip made me
blessed for the journey that God has seen me through, and grateful for my life in San Antonio. I love my
family deeply and am honored to serve at San Pedro Presbyterian.
My time in California was not just galivanting through memory lane, but a chance to learn and grow with
others in ministry about organizational leadership and practice. Much of what we talked about was how to
help our churches thrive; or the seminarian buzz words flourish. In other words, how do we grow, not necessarily in numbers, but in impact. How can we help our congregation be a positive presence in our community,
while helping our members grow in their love for Christ? How can we build up the community within our
congregation, while allowing new people to become a part of the life of our church? How can we help our
children, youth, and adults find new life in Christ, and then take God’s love into their families, friendships,
schools, and workspaces?
While there is not a simple answer for these loaded questions, allow me to suggest a beginning
word to the conversation; interconnectedness. One dangerous model in ‘how to do life’ is to
divide your life into a variety of spheres; work, family, church, hobbies and not see how they
impact each other. A rough patch at work shapes how you relate to your children, causing you
to distance yourself from church and escape deeper into your hobbies. Understanding the interconnectedness of each sphere impacts gives us a better understanding of the whole.
Interconnectedness can play a significant part in the life of the church. It is easy to separate the
different ministries of the church into their own spheres. We have our Children’s Ministry,
Youth Ministry, Adult Small Groups, Mission projects, Fellowship groups, so on and so forth.
Now interconnectedness does not mean that we need to merge all of these things into one,
but to understand how these spheres connect with the others. Perhaps we can see how a night
at Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner can be used to encourage people to connect to a small group or engage in
a mission project. Or how your voice in the choir lends to someone’s connection to God, which spurs them to
teach Sunday School to our children.
If we look closely, we can see how each sphere of church life impacts the others, and that we are all connected by our faith in Jesus and our call to be a part of San Pedro. I want to encourage you keep your eyes open
to the ways that our church is interconnected and how you can play a part in helping us thrive. We are all
interconnected, joined together as the body of Christ and living out our faith together as a church family.
“All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.” – I Corinthians 12:27

3

I am pleased to introduce you to your new Deacon for Children's Ministry, Browyn
King! Browyn has three children, Brady, Lola & Cecilia. She and her husband, Austin,
have served on the Children's Ministry Committee for over two years. Browyn is a
school nurse who loves to design personalized gifts. She will serve our congregation in
a variety of ways as Deacon, and be a proactive help and support to me as Director.
She is a wonderful woman of God and friend. If you have not met her, do so immediately! Her quick wit and great talent will bless you!
I asked Browyn a few questions so you could know her better:
Favorite Movie?
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days
Favorite Pizza Topping?
Supreme, a little of everything!
Where did you graduate college?
Doane College, and then went back for my nursing degree and graduated from
Creighton University in an accelerated nursing program.
What is your dream vacation?
Going somewhere in the Pacific Northwest... Oregon or Washington, renting a cabin, unplugging, and going hiking and
enjoying coffee while overlooking the scenery. With my family, of course.
What kind of gift card would bless Browyn?
Panera!
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Mission spotlight on:
The Big Give SA will be held on March 28th this year, with early online donations starting March 15 th. This is the
fifth year San Antonio will be participating in the Big Give. The Big Give is 24 hours of giving online to local
charities. This is a great opportunity to support several local charities through your on-line donations, conveniently available on one website. We hope you take this opportunity to support our various mission partners such
as Vet TRIIP, Christian Assistance Ministry, SAMM, House of Neighborly Services, Daily Bread Ministries,
Presbyterian Children’s Home, and Habitat for Humanity.

During the Lenten season, look for flyers and donation envelopes in
the bulletin for you to use to donate to the Presbyterian Missions
Special Offering, One Great Hour of Sharing. Presbyterian Mission
Agency provides disaster assistance, hunger relief programs, and
self-development of people programs here in the US and throughout the world.
Give to One Great Hour of Sharing, and join in God’s call to share
our bread with the hungry, to aid and shelter people overcoming
catastrophe and conflict, and to resource communities working to
cast off the bonds of poverty and oppression. For more information
or to donate on line, visit www.presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs.

COMING SOON! April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and once again we’ll be collecting diapers throughout
the month of April to donate to House of Neighborly Services to help with their new parent mission.

BLESSING BAGS are back! Please take a couple to keep
in your car and give them to those in need as you

are out and about. The blessing bags can be found
in the Narthex by the Missions Desk.
Thank you to all who stayed after worship on March
3rd and participated in putting this batch together!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME!!!
The roof and walls are up and the siding has
been started. Come join in to help! No
skills? No worries! Saturdays through April
6th the Presbyterian Cluster of Habitat
homes needs your muscles and energy! Sign
up at the Mission Desk or contact Leslie
Anderson at 830-388-0293 or Gene Trevino
at 210-827-5978. Blessings!!
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A note from Pastor Paul:
A few weeks ago the front page story on the Sunday Express News outlined a 20 year long sex abuse scandal
which has rocked the Southern Baptist Convention. One week later there was an article about a victim of
sexual abuse from a Presbyterian church in McAllen. Yesterday, the pastor of one of the large churches on
1604 put out a statement regarding one of their employees who had been engaged in questionable sexual
activities with some members of their youth group. All of these stories are tragic.
The PCUSA Sexual Misconduct Policy states the following: “Sexual misconduct takes advantage of the vulnerability of persons who are less powerful to act for their own welfare, including children. It is antithetical to
the gospel call to work as God’s servant in the struggle to bring wholeness to a broken world. It violates the
mandate to protect the vulnerable from harm.”

As a PCUSA congregation, San Pedro works to follow the guidelines laid out by our denomination in our employment practices. Both employees and volunteers who work with children and youth are required to have
criminal background checks. There are other policies and procedures in place as well. These are done in an
effort to care for and protect our members of all ages. Our goal is to provide a safe space for folks to live out
their lives and carry out God's work in this world. Know that we are working to make SPPC that safe space.
For more information about the denominational policy, I would encourage you to visit:
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/publications/
sexual_misconduct_policy_and_its_procedures_approved_by_coga_october_2013_after_nfog_changes_
(00020308).pdf
(I know it's a long link, if you google PCUSA Sexual Misconduct Policy, it will be much easier!)
I would ask you all to pray for all the congregations who have been so tragically affected by these predators
in their midst. Pray for the victims. Pray for the church. Pray for the cessation of this evil in our world. Finally,
pray for our congregation, that we may continue to provide a safe home for our children, members, and
visitors to know and worship God.
Blessings,

Pastor Paul
Stewardship News—Bob Gibson, Financial Development Deacon
Church members and friends who must take a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from their Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) can take advantage of the Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) feature. A QCD
is a distribution made directly by the trustee of your account payable to SPPC. This pledge payment or
personal donation counts towards your RMD and is nontaxable on your federal tax filing. Please note that a
QCD can be made only from an IRA and not from an employer-sponsored 401(k) plan. For additional
information contact Bob Gibson (210-492-7729), your plan trustee (Fidelity, UBS, Vanguard, etc.), or see IRS
Pub 590-B.
Financial Report—Tom Workman, Financial Management Deacon
For the month ending January 31, 2019: Income $51,856.03 Expenses $59,755.66 Net ($7,899.63)
Year-to-date: Income $51,856.03 Expenses $59,755.66 Net ($7,899.63)
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Jim Horacek, 3/16
Jack Myers, 3/17
Helen Drew, 3/1
Jennifer Dowe, 3/18
Emlyn Jeffrey, 3/1
Joan Garber, 3/19
Bridget McCartney, 3/2
Kelsey Morgan, 3/19
Sydney Watson, 3/3
Sharon Nelson, 3/20
Michael Bell, 3/4
Betty Wise, 3/20
Rebecca Jeffrey, 3/4
Dawn Reiss, 3/22
Chris Shelfer, 3/4
Steve Simpson, 3/4
Billy Maurer, 3/24
Abigail Redin, 3/5
Mark Twehues, 3/25
Elizabeth Tapley, 3/5
Joel Reiss, 3/25
Scott Conner, 3/6
Eileen Bentley, 3/26
Philip Simpson, 3/6
Suzie Elkins, 3/26
Dara Valdez, 3/6
Marilyn Juarez, 3/26
Brady King, 3/8
Chester Stieler, 3/26
Sara Peele, 3/8
Becky Horacek, 3/28
Lydia Saro, 3/8
Pat Sankey, 3/28
Eduardo Chavez-Guerrero , 3/11 Carson Schwab, 3/28
Paula Johnston, 3/11
Maureen Williams, 3/29
Sean Carlisle, 3/14
Sheryll Brown, 3/30
Katherine Andersen, 3/16
Kyle Palmer, 3/30
Gene Campbell, 3/16

March

May
Toni Hakim, 5/1
Michael Perez, 5/1
Doug Boom, 5/2
Eric Mapes, 5/2
Erin Heinze, 5/6
Bryan Solis, 5/7
Penny Jeffrey, 5/9
James Jelen, 5/9
Robin (Krenz) Grover, 5/9
George McDill, 5/9
Alan Smith, 5/9
Mary Bess Wyckoff, 5/9
Cynthia Rivenburgh, 5/11
Diane Redin, 5/12
Carol Gilson, 5/13
Lynn Hodges, 5/13
Patrick Hart, 5/15
Matthew Pederson, 5/17
Jake Hakim, 5/18

Deborah Schwab, 5/18
Carolyn Detrick, 5/19
Ed Olson, 5/19
Mateo Valdez, 5/20
David Harsh, 5/21
Lola King, 5/21
Shirley Bishop, 5/22
Kay Kelley, 5/22
Andrew Kilgore, 5/23
Barbara Burleson, 5/25
Dan Blankenhorn, 5/27
Sam Hakim, 5/27
Ryan Bonnema, 5/28
Sara Heckman, 5/28
Tate Schwab, 5/28
Carol Shelfer, 5/28
Mason Maurer, 5/29
Thomas Shary, 5/30
Mary Beth Byrd, 5/31
Kathryn Sturtz, 5/31

April
Glenda Kleinkauf, 4/1
Kent Page, 4/2
Roger Thompson, 4/3
Betty Braun, 4/4
Harper Davidson, 4/4
Rudy Gaedke, 4/4
James Lincoln, 4/4
Merrily Brandt, 4/6
Linda Phillips, 4/8
Jeff Post, 4/8
Stan George, 4/9
Erick Munch, 4/9
Catherine Smith, 4/9
Dmitry Tandy, 4/10
Wyatt Heinze, 4/15
Kenneth Montgomery, 4/15
Tom Kleinkauf, 4/17

June
Sarah Villarreal, 6/1
Sarah McLaughlin, 6/2
Jenesee Beaudoin, 6/3
John Munch, 6/3
Frank Closner, 6/4
Michael Krenz, 6/4
Bonna Gehring, 6/5
Bill McCartney, 6/7
Calvin Reynolds, 6/7
Tom Workman, 6/7
Matt Blankenhorn, 6/8
Jan Conner, 6/8
Cynthia Jelen, 6/9
Lodrick Williams (Sr.), 6/9
Jeremy Kolok, 6/11
Michael Brown, 6/14
Griffin Gaedke, 6/14

Victor Maresh, 4/17
David Palmer, 4/18
Marcia Blankenhorn, 4/19
Melanie Belz, 4/19
Marcia Maurer, 4/19
Margaret Thorn, 4/21
Diane LaFleur, 4/22
Taylor Hockley, 4/23
Michael Tandy, 4/23
Sue Clark, 4/25
Jim Schwab, 4/25
Lori Baca, 4/26
Hank Heinze, 4/29
Leah Boom, 4/30
Charles Goodhue, 4/30

Pete Pederson, 6/14
Jason Hatch, 6/15
Brian Schwab, 6/16
Anne Gehrlein, 6/17
Sharon Williams, 6/18
Harry Wright, 6/18
Elice Palmer, 6/19
Greg Scott, 6/20
Gene Trevino, 6/20
Judy Geissen, 6/21
Erin Bell, 6/22
Lynda Shaffer, 6/23
George Casey, 6/24
Sharlene Jordan, 6/24
Austin King, 6/24
Elisabeth Munch, 6/26
Owen Sankey, 6/26
Kari Braune, 6/27
Trudy Bell, 6/29
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14900 San Pedro Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78232-3711
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday
Phone: 210.494.6560 Fax: 210.494.7839
E-mail: sppchurch@sppcsa.com
Website: www.sppcsa.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
SAN PEDRO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. C. Calvin Reynolds, Jr. - Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul R. Gaedke - Associate Pastor
Mark Twehues—Director of Music
Katarina McAnelly—Associate Director of Music, Organist
Dave Reiss—Director of Youth and Adult Ministries
Dawn Reiss—Director of Children’s Ministry
Patricia J. Waite—Director of Children’s Music
Kelly Hager—Childcare Coordinator
Mabrie Casbeer—Office Manager/Treasurer
Jesse Ramirez—Sexton
Jason Hatch—Sound Engineer

SESSION
Class of 2020
Diana Grippi
Jim Potyka

Class of 2020
Dan Blankenhorn
Dan Gostylo

Class of 2021
Libby Fleming
Eric Mapes

BOARD OF DEACONS
Chair, Board of Deacons

Bob Kilgore

Christian Education

Cindy Mapes (Youth)
Browyn King (Children)
Mark Tapley (Adult)

Fellowship

Kathryn Sturtz

Financial Development

Bob Gibson

Financial Management

Tom Workman

Marketing & Outreach

Diane Redin

Member Care

Becky Hooper

Missions

Linda Tutko

Property

Harvey Juarez

Worship

Geoff Morgan

The Rock is quarterly newsletter published by San Pedro Presbyterian Church in
San Antonio, Texas. Its purpose is to inform congregation members of news
and events within the church community. All SPPC members are welcome to
contribute items for publication subject to minimal editing and space
limitations. All SPPC members receive The Rock automatically. If you are not
receiving issues regularly, please call the Church Office to ensure future
delivery. For more information, contact the Church Office at 494-6560.

PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNION
Any church member who is unable to attend communion services
may request that Communion be distributed in his/her home by
calling the Church Office at 494-6560.
Also, if you, or a member you know, will be hospitalized, please call
the Church Office so the pastors can visit and minister to you.

EMAIL
In order to ensure that you receive all church communications,
please make sure you have provided your email address. Please send
that information to the Church Office at sppchurch@sppcsa.com or
210-494-6560.

CROSSROADS
This is a good time of the year to give yourself a gift of a cross for the
cross wall. We have many on the wall now but we want one from
every family in our congregation. It is your "footprint" in the church
to always remember your faith base. For more information please
contact Betty Hayes at 210-497-3433.

For more information please visit our website: www.sppcsa.com
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