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Pastor’s Corner
Dear Friends,
Hope all has been well with everyone this summer. Many of you have been able to get away for
vacation. I pray that this time away was a fruitful time to rejuvenate your spirit and build stronger
relationships with your children and your spouse. If you are single, then I hope you were able to do
something that refreshes your spirit. May it be a time to reflect upon your friendships back home or
loving relationships that you are building. May it also be a time to relax and take a breather from the
rat race.
Whenever one leaves the daily routine, there is the opportunity to refresh your spirit so that when
you return your heart and soul is ready to dig in again. Vacations are times for reflection about your
life, for the building of closer relationships with your family, for rejuvenating your spirit and for
preparing yourself to return.
I look forward to everyone’s safe return so that we can again continue to keep the flame of faith,
the beacon of hope burning bright here at SPPC.
Serving Him,

1

Small Group Leader Training
AUGUST SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Calvin’s Class returns. Join Calvin and his faithful
crew as they journey though the Bible together one
book at a time.
Parlor Class: This class focuses on quality
discussion based off of a dynamic video curriculum.

As we prepare for the Fall, we are looking for men and
women to lead our sermon based small groups. If you feel
God’s gentle nudge and want to know more, please join us
for this four week seminar.
•
•
•
•

Summer Movie Discussion: After watching the
movie on Wednesday nights, gather in Neal 105 for
some great conversations.

SAVE THE DATE

August 5: What is Community?
August 12: Cultivating Community
August 19: Creating a Welcoming Community
August 26: Conflict in Community.

Please let Dave Reiss know if you are interested in being a
part of this class. (210) 488–6217 or dave@sppcsa.com

Sermon Based Small Groups
Return the week of September 9th.
Join us this fall as we dive into

All Church Retreat
March 29-31 at Mo Ranch
Guest Speaker: Kristen Huffman
Tentative Cost:
$250 per room & $75 per guest

Join a Group:
Grow in Faith & Experience Community
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Want to be on the retreat planning team,
Contact Dave Reiss
more details coming soon
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How did you see God ROCK on our Rockport Mission Trip?
This week rocked because I prayed about becoming closer
friends with people, when I did this I was hoping for more
high school girls but I ended up becoming close with the
middle school boys. This goes to show that God doesn't
always answer our prayers in the way we think he will. Abigail Redin

I saw God at work this week with in this one man we had
to pull up carpet, clean, and mow for. We could tell this
man didn't have people over often, and when we came
over his eyes would light up with appreciation and
excitement for what we had done for him. - Allison Dowe
I loved working alongside other believers and how
everyone pitched in to help and got along. I also loved
making new friends. - AJ May
The students sure did have a CAN DO ATTITUDE this past
week. I never heard them complaining about work.
Mosquito's and cell phones where the only big challenges.
Our host told me, "you guys are amazing you've done two
days work in one day, and you did it with kids that you
were teaching!" - Brian Schwab
This week really did rock! I had a really great time getting
to reconnect with my SPY friends and make some new
ones. While the work we did was hard, at the end of the
day, I left sweaty but so insanely happy! Rock on! - Carley
Gaedke
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This week rocked because I know these people have been
devastated by the hurricane and we have helped as best
as we can to answer their prayers and I know we've made
a difference in their lives and that's awesome to me. - Eli
Reiss

God rocked our trip by opening our eyes to people in
need. We interacted with people who had been through
an ongoing ordeal disrupting their lives for almost a year
now. Some were finally moving back into their home after
months and months of uncertainty. God rocked the
SPPC youth who laughed often and labored hard the
entire week, all the while helping others. - Eric Buschfort
This week rocked in so many different ways. It was
amazing to see how much of a change we can make in a
week. - Cienna Ytuarte
Throughout the week people didn’t seem to get tired
people got more and more energetic. - Dylan Hager
My highlight of the week was knowing that we helped the
people that were kind of forgotten about because all the
attention went to Houston. - Hunter Smith
I enjoyed being able to see a noticeable difference from
before and after the work we did was done and how
happy people were to be helped. -Jared Chamblee

I love mission trips, so I always look forward to what God
has in store for us every year. This year's journey was no
different. Although our plans changed from what we had
originally expected, I believe God had a plan for us all
along. My favorite part of mission trips is getting closer to
the people in our group as we grow together in our faith.
The people of Ingleside were extremely appreciative of our
service and that was extremely reassuring of the impact
that God through the work we do for him. Also, we went
on a dolphin cruise, which was awesome because I love
boats. - Jeremy Kolok
This trip rocked in several ways. It felt so good to help
people and the look on their faces made me feel great! I
had some great, funny conversation with people I hadn't
talked with much before. I had so much fun that I almost
didn't want to leave when the time came. - Justin Baca

This week rocked because everyone participated in the
work and did a great job. I feel like we did great on every
job and left everyone we helped remembering our great
job. I can't wait for the next mission trip so we can do
awesome work next year. - Lucy Reiss
This week rocked because we got to meet many new
people and work on various projects. Changing up the
groups every day also helped to build community within
the whole youth group because everybody got to work
with and interact with different participants. The nights
gathered in the fellowship hall for games were amongst
my favorite moments. Hearing the citizens of Rockport and
Ingleside praise God due to our work was also very
uplifting. - Madeline Wrzesinski

Knowing how much we really made a difference in the
peoples' lives that we helped. They really appreciated
I feel this Mission trip not only helped people in Rockport everything we did whether it was big or small. It really
shows how much help these people really needed and we
physically rebuild their lives and communities, but it has
also helped SPPC connect its community...every age group were able to provide some of the work that they needed
which really makes me feel good about what we did and
working, learning, sharing, praying and bonding ....
that this trip was worth all of the work. - Miles Smith
TOGETHER! - Kelly Hager
I was glad to see everyone back together again and being
able to reconnect with them. - Kendyl Mapes

I got to use a chainsaw for the first time, which I would
never have done back at home. - Parker Mapes

See more rockin’ pictures at sppcsa.com/youth/pics/rockport2018
5

I know we’re all enjoying our last few weeks of summer, but the start of school is fast
approaching. I always feel equal parts excited and apprehensive when a new school year
begins, how about you? I am happy to get back to the normal routine, yet I feel a sense
of loss when my kids get on that bus. The school year propels time forward so much
more quickly; gone is the pause of summer. My prayers for my kids definitely increase
and grow more urgent, that’s for sure. This year I have two kids navigating the adolescent quagmire of middle school, a son in 2nd grade, and a little one in his last year of preschool! (Yes, Henry is going back to school after a year off!) Now more than ever, my
children are in very different stages from one another. They each have varying needs and
strange behaviors that I must approach with sensitivity and grace (which I lack, most of
the time!). There are days when I am at the end of myself and I find myself just praying,
“God, help! Please meet their needs because I clearly cannot!”
So when I read Deuteronomy 31:8 recently, I was so comforted: “The Lord is the one
who will go before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or abandon you. Do
not be afraid or discouraged.” I decided right then and there that this was our family’s
2018 back to school theme verse. Not only does it comfort them as they head into each
day, it comforts me, the exhausted mom who juggles worry, fear, guilt, sadness, and insecurities about whether or not I’m doing a good job. By all means, go before me, Lord.
If you spend a minute searching “Back to School Prayer” on Pinterest or Google, you’ll
find a wealth of resources and ideas in praying for your kids. I recommend finding a prayer calendar and putting it in a prominent place. Pray for your children when they go to
bed, and then go in and pray over them when they’re asleep. Pray long prayers. Pray
short prayers. Let them hear you pray for them, even if they don’t seem interested. Even
if you don’t feel like it. Just pray.
I am praying for all of you as we transition from summer to another school year. May you and your family richly
know God’s surrounding presence in your day to day lives as you move forward. God will go before us! Just hang on
tight.
With love, Dawn Reiss, Director of Children’s Ministry
Things to know about San Pedro Kids in August:
There is no Sunday School this month. Sunday School will kick-off for the school year
on Sunday, September 9. Check out the September Rock for more information
about fall Sunday School!
All San Pedro Kids Sunday School TEACHERS will meet on Sunday, August 19 from
9:45-10:45.
Rally Day is Sunday, August 26! See you there!
FYI: Wednesday Night Kids kicks off on September 12!

SAVE THE DATES!
Sunday, August 12 - Acolyte Orientation 9:45am
Sunday, August 19 - Acolyte Hands On Training 9:45am
Sunday, August 26 - Make Up Training 9:45am for
those unable to attend on 8/19
Parents, it is essential that both returning and new acolytes
receive this training. Please save these important dates. Contact
Ellyce Warns, Acolyte Coordinator, if you have any questions.
ellyce.w@icloud.com or 210.872.7971.
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Stewardship News—Bob Gibson, Financial Development Deacon
We’re now more than 6-months into 2018 and at this halfway point it’s extremely encouraging to report that SPPC
members have fulfilled more than one-half (58%) of their pledge commitment for the year. Please continue this
important giving pace so that at year-end we can joyfully report and celebrate that 100% of pledged support to
SPPC has been received. All these pledged donors deserve a big “Thank you”, as do those members and visitors
who graciously contribute significant additional funding of the SPPC ministry. Blessings and thanks to all our
generous supporters!
Financial Report—Gene Trevino, Financial Management Deacon
For the month ending June 30, 2018 - Income $168,517.00 Expenses $85,422.00 Net Income $83,102.00
Year-to-Date - Income $491,931.00 Expenses $458,418.00 Net Income $33,514.00.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEWS - San Pedro is a member of the Presbyterian Habitat Cluster. Every year we
partner with 12-15 local Presbyterian churches to raise monies and provide volunteers to build a Habitat for
Humanity home. The Presbyterian Cluster has built 23 homes with Habitat. San Pedro currently needs a new
volunteer coordinator to represent us in the Cluster. Gene Trevino is our current representative and he is
stepping down after 15+ years of service. The Cluster meets on the first Monday of each month from September
through May. The Cluster meetings are held at San Pedro church and they typically last about an hour (5:45 6:45PM). The actual build usually starts in February and wraps up in about 6 weeks. The SPPC habitat coordinator
is responsible for providing information about and promoting the Habitat build. If you would like to be the new
San Pedro Habitat Cluster coordinator, please call Gene Trevino at 210-479-7650 and he will be happy to help you
learn more about this special mission opportunity.

Mission Spotlight:
Presbyterian Children’s Home and Services: Provides Christ-centered care to children and families in need.
They break the cycles of abuse and other behaviors that cause families to fall apart and harm children.
3 Core Programs:
• Single-parent family - long-term residential program that empowers clients to achieve goals and reach
self-sufficiency.
• Transitional living - a long-term residential program to help young adults transition from foster care.
• Child and family in home family preservation - serves families facing threats to family unity such as death of
parents, divorce, illness, homelessness, violence and substance abuse.
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Liesl Davis, 8/01
Bob Gibson, 8/03
Billie Winniford, 8/05
Kendyl Mapes, 8/06
Sherry Closner, 8/08
Jennifer Casey, 8/09
Louise Jennings, 8/09
Daniel Simpson, 8/10
Luke-Gregory Espinoza 8/11

Grant Green, 8/11
Kay Westerfield, 8/11
Lesley Sallee, 8/12
Dottie Minor, 8/13
Joyce Popelar, 8/13
Jim Potyka, 8/14
Greyson Duncan, 8/15
Pamela Goble, 8/17

Justin Baca, 8/19
Charlotte Randolph, 8/19
Paul Gaedke, 8/21
Amy Gates, 8/22
Helen Saro, 8/23
Mason Workman, 8/23
Melba Evans, 8/24
Betty Hayes, 8/24
Alicea Bonnema, 8/26
Hannah Heckman, 8/26
Barbara Goodwin, 8/27
Bob Kilgore, 8/27
Laura Tapley, 8/27
Bill Barnes, 8/30
Harvey Juarez, 8/31

What happens after you donate your
clothes to Christian Assistance
Ministry (CAM)? Here is a story that
was recently passed along by CAM
about how your cast off clothes and
the kindness people experience when
they go to CAM for help can change a
life.
Every shift long-time CAM volunteer Joyce meets countless clients
each day in our women and children’s clothing pantry. She helps
the clients find much needed clothing, shoes, and hygiene
items, while brightening their spirits with her bubbly positive
personality.
About a month ago, Joyce came to volunteer at CAM like she
would any other day, but this day changed her life. Joyce began
visiting with one of the clients about the items she would receive
during her visit to CAM. The client was very reserved as she
shopped the clothing racks and eventually settled on two outfits
and a pair of shoes. Joyce thought the client was like any other
client, just down on her luck and needed grace and compassion in
order to get through a tough time.
Weeks passed and Joyce ran into this women at a local gas
station. The client asked Joyce if she had remembered her and
Joyce nodded. She begin to tell her the true reason for her
seeking assistance from CAM- she was planning on taking her
own life that very afternoon and wanted her family to find her in
nice clean clothing. Joyce fought back the tears as the women
continued her story.
Because of Joyce’s kindness and mercy, the client realized that
she was, in fact, worthy and felt the love of Christ during her visit
to CAM. The client decided to seek help and knew that Christ
brought her to CAM to feel His love surround and deepen within
her. It’s incredible to realize that someone’s donated clothing
can play a part in changing someone’s life!

Back to School Event for
Coker and Bradley Schools
Thursday, August 16
6 – 8 pm @ SPPC

s
-

School Supply Drive for Coker and Bradley students!
**Collection Ends on August 5**
colored pencils – 12 count, crayons – 24 count, broad tip washable markers, scissors – 5 in, glue sticks, 8 oz
bottle of glue, wide-ruled paper, folders with brads, spiral notebooks, wide-ruled composition books, 3 ring
binders (no Trapper keepers), zipper supply pouch, red/blue/black pens, #2 pencils or mechanical pencils,
12 inch standard – metric ruler, protractor, dividers, plastic supply box (9”x6”x2”), and kleenex.
*Help is always needed!! If you’d like to volunteer,
please visit with Marcia Martinez at the Missions desk.*
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C A L E N D A R
O F E V E N T S
Wednesday, August 1
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Summer Movie Nights
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, August 2
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA
Friday, August 3
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
Saturday, August 4
3:00 PM Vivace Recital
Sunday, August 5
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM Enlace Cristiano—Spanish Service
Monday, August 6
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
Tuesday, August 7
9:00 AM FIAT Meeting
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Scout Committee Meeting
Wednesday, August 8
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Summer Movie Nights
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, August 9
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA
Friday, August 10
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
Saturday, August 11
9:00 AM Men’s Bible Study
6:00 PM CANO
Sunday, August 12
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Acolyte Orientation
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM Enlace Cristiano—Spanish Service

Monday, August 13
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting

Thursday, August 23
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA

Tuesday, August 14
10:00 AM Needlework
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Session Meeting
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry

Friday, August 24
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
5:00 PM VIPs

Wednesday, August 15
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Summer Movie Nights
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, August 26
Rally Day & Fellowship Breakfast!
8:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Fellowship Breakfast
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Deacons’ Meeting
1:00 PM Enlace Cristiano—Spanish Service

Thursday, August 16
6:00 PM Back-to-School Event
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA
Friday, August 17
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
3:00 PM Mobile Loaves & Fishes
Saturday, August 18
1:00 PM SA Poets’ Association
Sunday, August 19
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Acolyte Training
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM Enlace Cristiano—Spanish Service
Monday, August 20
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
7:00 PM Lit N Lattes
Tuesday, August 21
Newsletter Deadline!
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator

Saturday, August 25
9:00 AM Men’s Bible Study

Monday, August 27
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
Tuesday, August 28
11:00 AMGirlfriends Summer Luncheon
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Scout Masters’ Meeting
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry
Wednesday, August 29
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
8:00 AM CBS: Training
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, August 30
8:00 AMCBS: Training
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Handbell Rehearsal
8:00 PM AA
Friday, August 31
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator

Wednesday, August 22
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

9

Non Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Permit #2666
San Antonio, Texas

14900 San Pedro Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78232-3711
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday
Phone: 210.494.6560 Fax: 210.494.7839
E-mail: sppchurch@sppcsa.com
Website: www.sppcsa.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
SAN PEDRO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. C. Calvin Reynolds, Jr. - Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul R. Gaedke - Associate Pastor
Mark Twehues—Director of Music
Katarina McAnelly—Associate Director of Music, Organist
Dave Reiss—Director of Youth and Adult Ministries
Dawn Reiss—Director of Children’s Ministry
Patricia J. Waite—Director of Children’s Music
Kelly Hager—Childcare Coordinator/Temporary Office Manager
Mabrie Casbeer—Office Manager/Treasurer (Maternity Leave)
Jesse Ramirez—Sexton
Jason Hatch—Sound Engineer

SPPC’s Office Manager/Treasurer,
Mabrie Casbeer
is currently on maternity leave
BUT she is working from home!
To contact Mabrie:
email: sppchurch@sppcsa.com
OR
phone: 210-601-9391

SESSION
Class of 2019
Jim Horacek
Eric Mapes

Class of 2020
Diana Grippi
Jim Potyka

Class of 2021
Dan Blankenhorn
Dan Gostylo

BOARD OF DEACONS
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Chair, Board of Deacons

Bob Kilgore

Christian Education

Cindy Mapes (Youth)
Ellyce Warns (Children)
Mark Tapley (Adult)

Fellowship

Kathryn Sturtz

Financial Development

Bob Gibson

Financial Management

Gene Trevino

Marketing & Outreach

Andrea Anthony

Member Care

Becky Hooper

Missions

Linda Tutko

Property

Harvey Juarez

Worship

Andrew Smith

The Rock is a monthly newsletter published by San Pedro Presbyterian Church
in San Antonio, Texas. Its purpose is to inform congregation members of news
and events within the church community. All SPPC members are welcome to
contribute items for publication subject to minimal editing and space
limitations. All SPPC members receive The Rock automatically. If you are not
receiving issues regularly, please call the Church Office to ensure future
delivery. For more information, contact the Church Office at 494-6560.

PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNION
Any church member who is unable to attend communion services
may request that Communion be distributed in his/her home by
calling the Church Office at 494-6560.
Also, if you, or a member you know, will be hospitalized, please call
the Church Office so the pastors can visit and minister to you.

EMAIL
In order to ensure that you receive all church communications,
please make sure you have provided your email address. Please send
that information to the Church Office at sppchurch@sppcsa.com or
210-494-6560.

CROSSROADS
This is a good time of the year to give yourself a gift of a cross for the
cross wall. We have many on the wall now but we want one from
every family in our congregation. It is your "footprint" in the church
always to remember your faith base. For more information please
contact Betty Hayes at 210-497-3433.

For more information please visit our website: www.sppcsa.com

