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Dear Friends,
Summer is upon us. But if you are like me, this does not mean a general slow down. Many
more activities replace the ones which have ended with school: various summer camps,
dance try outs, swim team, summer school, the entertaining of visiting relatives, and much,
much more.
However, the change of activities does affect church involvement. Many of us still take a
vacation from church. "It is time to take a break," is our attitude. But why take a break from
feeding upon God's Word? Surely we are not so full of spiritual food that we need to go on a
diet. I pray that all of us continue our relationship with God throughout the summer. Do not
allow summeritis to afflict your soul.
If you are in town come be with us. If you are out of town, visit another congregation. Keep
church as a part of your life even through the summer. As an older saint of the church once
told me, "God never takes a vacation from me, why should I take a vacation from him."
Let the Spirit sore in the summer,
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Gavin Duncan, 7/1
Morgan Gostylo, 7/1
Jesse Ramirez, 7/1
Louise Parks, 7/2
Mary Beth Roecker, 7/2
Caleb Buschfort, 7/3
Jessica Jelen, 7/3
Carrie Summitt, 7/3
Doug Williams, 7/3
Alexandra George, 7/4
Robin Kelner, 7/4
Caroline Joyce, 7/5
Mason Page, 7/5
Mark Peele, 7/5
Shirlene Cooper, 7/6
Wesley Flurry, 7/6
Ed Hawkins, 7/6
Linda Hutchins, 7/6
Evelyn Kwende Fru, 7/6
Susan Guerrero, 7/8
Katarina McAnelly, 7/9
Eli Reiss, 7/9
Darrin Braune, 7/10
Penney Gilson, 7/10
Kathy Bonnema, 7/11
Suzanne Pyatte, 7/11
Bill Wyckoff, 7/11
Carolyn Salter, 7/12
Elias Matos, 7/13
Kari Schwab, 7/14

Mark Tapley, 7/14
Alexis Fenton, 7/15
George Maestas, 7/16
Lisa Meng, 7/16
Lisa R. Espinsoza, 7/18
Cecil Guerrero, 7/18
Pat McCoy, 7/18
Corinne Brinkman, 7/19
Marilyn Harroff, 7/19
J. D. McDonald, 7/19
Carolyn Myers, 7/19
Kevin B. Hermesch, 7/20
Carolyn Gaedke, 7/20
Kristen Harrison, 7/20
Browyn King, 7/20
Janet Williams, 7/20
Rebecca George, 7/22
Mike Shary, 7/22
Tom Kelner, 7/23
Debbie Renneker, 7/23
Betty Stewart, 7/23
Lucas Walters, 7/24
Meghan Walters, 7/25
Katie Jelen, 7/26
John Raver, 7/27
Brooke Workman, 7/27
Dennie Hawkins, 7/28
Kara Juhl, 7/28
Doris Taylor, 7/28

Presbyterian Night at the Missions! Proceeds from the sale of the
tickets support House of Neighborly Service, which is celebrating
100 years of providing much needed services to the Westside off
San Antonio. Save the date: Friday, July 28th. Game time is 7:05 pm
with gates opening at 6 pm. It's jersey giveaway night. The first 2000
fans get a free replica jersey. Tickets are $12 and will be on sale at
the Missions Desk July 2-16. Tickets are expected to be available for
pick up from SPPC after the 26th.

28th

Sign up at the Missions Desk for tickets {$12}
to benefit House of Neighborly Service!

*Childcare will be provided by SPPC*
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Sunday School for the Summer—We are looking forward to
having you join one of our Sunday School classes this summer.

•

Neal 103— A new class will begin July 2nd “Science
and Religion” lead by Rudy Gaedke and Mark Tapley.
The approach scientists take to religion has taken a
multitude of forms; although these forms have been
informed by observation of the world around us and
supplemented by calculation, we note the diversity
even among scientists of today in their conclusions.
We examine some of the forces that shape scientists'
approach to God and religion, and some of the more
famous statements made and positions taken over the
centuries by leading scientific figures with regard to
religion. The study will refer to a few videos and we
will try to include time for discussion, especially in the
later sessions. We will avoid equations with more than
3 terms and we will use very few of those; no mathematical background is assumed and we will approach
physics concepts at a completely conceptual level and
only so as to demonstrate their consequences to our
faith.

•

The Parlor Class—All the Places to Go . . . How Will You
Know? By John Ortberg
Very rarely in the Bible does God command someone
to “stay.” He opens a door, and then he invites us to
walk through it—into the unknown. And how we
choose to respond will ultimately determine the lives
we will lead and the people we will become.
In this six-session video curriculum, bestselling author
John Ortberg opens our eyes to the countless open
doors God places before us every day, teaches us how
to recognize them, and gives us the encouragement to
step out in faith and embrace all of the extraordinary
opportunities that await.
So go ahead—walk through that door. You just might
do something that lasts for eternity.

Focus on Stephen Ministry
Gods Love in Action
Our Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people who are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grieving the death of a loved one
Hospitalized or recovering hospitalization
Lonely or discouraged
Coping with a terminal illness or caring for a family
member with a terminal illness
Unemployed or in a job crisis
Disabled or caring for an ill or disabled family
member
Moving or relocating

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New to the congregation or the community
Anticipating the birth or adoption of a child
Homebound or institutionalized
Transitioning into retirement
Dealing with a crisis of aging
Facing a life transition
Experiencing a spiritual crisis
Victims of a disaster or accident

And for people facing countless other crises or life challenges or who are going through a difficult time and could
benefit from the care of a supportive Christian friend. Please come forward after a worship service and meet with one
of our Stephen Ministers.

DEACON MINISTRY TEAMS
+Adult Education—Deacon: Rudy Gaedke—plans and implements all classes for adults. You can serve by teaching/
facilitating a class or being a member of the Adult Education Team.
+Children’s Ministry—Deacon: Ellyce Warns—plans and implements all programs for children from birth through 5th
grade. You can serve by helping in one of the programs or being on the Children’s Ministry Team.
+Fellowship—Deacon: Linda Hutchins—does the hands-on work of providing Wednesday Night dinners and other such
gatherings for the whole congregation. You can serve by helping with meals/clean-up or by talking to Linda about your
availability to help for special events.
+Financial Development—Deacon: Gene Trevino—develops and implements a yearly stewardship program; develops
the Endowment program. You can be a part of the planning for stewardship and/or endowment development.
+Financial Management—Deacon: Gene Trevino—deals with the week-by-week management of offerings. Talk to Gene
about ways you can help.
+Member Care—Deacon: Carolyn Gaedke—provides care to members, especially those in need, welcomes new
members with a reception. You can volunteer to provide food for a reception or to help with transportation or other
needs of a member family, or you can be part of the Member Care Team.
+Missions—Deacon: Linda Tutko—oversees and implements outreach programs here in San Antonio and around the
world. You can volunteer to serve in one of the local mission projects. You can serve as a Member of the Missions
Team.
+Property—Deacon: Harvey Juarez—oversees the care and upkeep of our buildings. You can help by volunteering to
work on special upkeep projects as you hear about them—or by being a part of the Property Team.
+Witness and Evangelism—Deacon: Jean Judy—markets SPPC to the community, welcomes visitors. You can join this
Team and/or share your ideas about how to make SPPC a witness in San Antonio.
+Worship—Deacon: Dennis Solis—works to make sure the worship services run smoothly. Responsible for ushers,
lay liturgists, and other folks who lead in our Worship services. You can participate as an usher or liturgist or as a
member of the Team.
+Youth Ministry—Deacon: Cindy Mapes—plans and implements all programs for young people in grades 6-12. You can
help with one of the programs or serve as a member of the Team.
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Summer is in full swing! I hope everyone is enjoying the break from school and the
intense schedules that come with that. The ministries of San Pedro Kids are also
“resting” (with the exceptions of Nursery and Children’s Church). This means that
everything and everyone will be raring to go at the end of August! Rally Day is
August 27. We will have an Open House for Sunday School classes on that day!
I am so grateful for everyone who has filled in for Children’s Church. Also, thank you
to all of you who have given to our family so generously in this difficult time.
Henry continues with his cancer treatment. It really is a marathon. A marathon run
is 26.2 miles. With that picture in mind, our family is only on mile 3 or so. I am
reminded of Hebrews 12:1: Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us. I’ve trained for races before (I’ve even run two
half-marathons!), and I know how it feels to be worn out along the route. That elusive adrenaline rush only sustains for
so long when one is running – most of the time, it’s just blood, sweat, and tears. In this new journey we’re on, I must be
cautious not to seek out “quick fixes” that can’t keep me going for the long haul. Nothing sustains like Jesus. I am
endeavoring to read scripture and pray daily while we run this course. I am bolstered by you, San Pedro, my cloud of
witnesses. Thank you for your prayers, words of encouragement, and tangible efforts to support us, from the monetary
donations to buying our kids breakfast to mowing our lawn. I have no idea what will await us when we hit mile 26,
or when that will be, but I will cling to Jesus and thank him for what he is doing along the way.
– Dawn Reiss, Director of Children’s Ministry
Upcoming Events – Save the Dates!
Presbyterian Night at the Missions – July 28
San Pedro Kids Sunday School Teacher Training – August 6 & 13, 9:45 am

Back to School Night (outreach event) – August 16, 6:00 pm
Acolyte Orientation – August 20, 9:45 am – This is mandatory for new and old acolytes and their parents. Acolytes are
children in 3rd – 5th grades. More information to come for these families.
Acolyte Practice – August 27, 9:45 am
Rally Day & San Pedro Kids Sunday School Open House – August 27, 9:45 am
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Being Examples in Taos, New Mexico.
Reflections on our 2017 SPY Mission Trip
By Dave Reiss
This June we took 22 youth and 9 adults and traveled over 15 hours to Taos, New
Mexico to show the love of Christ. On our Mission Trip we led a Vacation Bible
School for First Presbyterian Church along with a variety of work projects at the
church and Loma Verde Camp. We played with kids and taught them stories from
the Bible. We also cleaned windows, washed walls, weeded, cleared trails, and so
much more.
We also had a lot of fun together, building shared experiences that we will never
forget. We explored downtown Taos, were given a guided tour of the Taos Pueblos, and went white water rafting. On our way home we went to the Flying Saucer McDonald's in Roswell (which looked more impressive on the
internet than in real life). We also explored the Carlsbad Caverns, which truly was impressive) before heading
home. It was all an incredible adventure.
It was a blessing to have so many amazing adults be a part of this incredible trip. These adults took time off of work
to drive vans, spend time with teenagers, cook, sweat, and inspire. These adults were incredible examples to our
students of God’s love, and a major support to me. Thank you Michelle Green, Toni Hakim, Jeff Kolok, Karl Lincoln,
Cindy Mapes, Debra Perez, Carmen Smith, Zach Sprague, and Braden Warns.
Our theme this year was Example. Each day the students were challenged to be an example in speech, conduct,
faith, love and purity (1 Timothy 4:12). Each night we looked at the story of Daniel and how he was an example to
the kings of Babylon. God used this to encourage us as we served in New Mexico, and to inspire us in how to live
back home.
Here are some thoughts about our trip from students and adults alike:
MATT HAKIM
This week I discovered that no matter what, you should always strive to be an example for others. We were making a
difference for the people at camp Loma Verde and First Presbyterian which inspires me to try and be an example for
the rest of my family at home.
GUNNAR HOWARD
I loved being able to teach the little kids how to follow God. I learned that love is not just having a passion for something, and I should act more in the way of how God teaches us.
CLOHIE WARNS
My favorite part of the trip was seeing the faces of the kids when we do something at VBS. God has taught me that
we need to always show people his word. I will start talking about God in public places and not try to hide it.
CIENNA YTUARTE
God sent me on this trip to help a church put on a VBS, and taught me that people learn by our example. You cannot
love just yourself. This trip taught me that if you work hard you will learn something you never knew before.
ALLISON DOWE
God taught me about being an example in speech like when Daniel prayed to find out about the dream and found
out but never told anyone. It made me realize sometimes you don't need to say anything. After this trip I will try to
be more of an example at home for speech and love to inspire and teach my little sister.
PADDY JOYCE
Although we can't always be an example in the way God wants us to, it is easy to be an example in little ways day by
day. Hopefully people who witnessed myself and the rest of our group serving First Presbyterian and Camp Loma
Verde will be inspired by our actions and consider serving others and God themselves. This week I strived to be nice
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to others in my speech and actions, and in that way I was an example to the kids at VBS and other SPY kids. Now
I will try to remember that I am always serving as an example of God's people, and I can choose whether I will
be a bad one or a good one.
HUNTER SMITH
On the mission trip God taught me to live like he would. This was done through spreading the word of God to
the VBS kids and my friends. I hope to always live as an example of God.
BRENDAN KAYE
I enjoyed being around the kids at VBS while in Taos. I discovered that you don't have to be a "church person" to
be faithful to God. I won't stay hung up on the things that aren't in my favor.
PARKER MAPES
My favorite moment of the trip was watching how much the creek area changed after everything was taken
down. God has taught me that even though I may not like the way my peers are acting, all that matters is what I
did has impacted lives. God has used me as an example on this trip to others by letting me help and do what's
right. This trip will shape me at home by me making smarter choices and not letting what people do get to me.
LUCY REISS
As part of our time at Loma Verde, I helped make a sign of dedication for San Pedro Youth. I loved when we got
to show off our sign. God used me to help others when they needed it and taught me that even though it can be
hard being an example it's always going to leave an impression. This week will help me make an example to my
brothers.
MILES SMITH
God has taught me to be an example to everyone all the time in all that I do. I am to trust in God and to put all
my faith in him. This is done when I show everyone how God wants us all to be, so others may follow and do the
same for others. To live more in God and the way he wants us all to live. He wants us to be an example to everyone and show them what God is like, so they may also know him.
ADDISON WARNS
VBS, was my favorite moment. I learned that it's not bad to talk about God to other people.
KENDYL MAPES
My favorite moment was getting into the super cold creek with my tennis shoes instead of water shoes & pulling
rocks from the bottom to make a dam. This week, God has taught me that being an example in every way is a
very important aspect in character. He used me as an example by allowing me to introduce my boyfriend Brendan to our mission trips & our faith. This trip will shape me by helping me to watch my actions and words so I
can be an example to everyone around me.
BRADEN WARNS
I really enjoyed helping the church with projects. I learned that we are to live the faith every day, not just on
Sundays. As Proverbs 10:4 says, Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.
CARMEN SMITH
I really enjoyed the Evening devotion & games. God has taught me that there is always an opportunity to be an
example to others because someone is always watching. We were examples of God when we taught the children at VBS. God is calling me to share the love God has given me with all those I come in contact with.
CINDY MAPES
I can be an example in everything I do. God is always watching but so is the whole group. I need to think before I
speak. Best to give kids short answers. My home life is affected in a positive way. I will appreciate everything I
have and be thankful for my many hidden blessings.
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On May 20th, the Girlfriends gathered together in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate
the Birthday of the Presbyterian Women. Over 50 girlfriends attended the event.
Our special speaker was Mrs. Sherry Woodruff who came from Richmond, TX.
Throughout her talk she entertained us with several new and familiar songs. Sherry brought her daughter, Amanda, with
her and the two of them sang a beautiful duet together. Linda Hutchins, our Fellowship Deacon, prepared a wonderful
meal for the women. We collected over $600 in donations that has been sent to Presbytery for the PW Birthday Offering.
These monies will be distributed as a grant to the following three organizations:
The FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER, SOUTH CAROLINA will provide a new domestic violence shelter for victims of abuse living in
Georgetown and Horry Counties.
The NAVAJO WATER PROJECT in NEW MEXICO will eventually provide water systems to 205 families at the Smith Lake
Navajo Reservation who currently store their water in pots, pans, and 55-gallon drums. The grant will provide each
household with a cistern, pump, sink, and shower.
The third grant will go to FIRST HAND AID in CUBA. This project will build, fund, stock, and staff six medical clinics housed
in long-existing and established Presbyterian Churches located in rural Cuba where needs are great and supply is limited.
SUMMER LUNCHEONS
The Girlfriends (includes all the women of the church) will be going out to lunch during the months of June, July and
August. The first outing was held on June 27th at P.F. Chang’s Restaurant in The Quarry. Mark your calendar now for the
4th Tuesday in July and August outings and watch the Sunday Bulletins for time and place. Sign-ups will be in the Narthex.
Get out and enjoy some fun and fellowship.

Fill those backpacks for CAM!!! This month participants will receive the name tags with grade, school, and supply list
at the Missions Desk. Happy shopping in July! Please bring the filled backpacks to SPPC on or before July 30!!! Thank
you to the sponsors of our 50 backpacks! You will be making a difference in a child’s life this upcoming school year.

School Supplies Needed—We are collecting school supplies for Coker Elementary for our Back to School Night at SPPC
this August. Donation bin is next to the Missions Desk.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Year-to-date totals through May
Revenues—$311,006.00
Expenses—$400,865.00
Deficit—$89,859.00
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C A L E N D A R
O F
E V E N T S
Saturday, July 1
Fellowship Hall—Reserved
Sunday, July 2
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
Monday, July 3
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
Tuesday, July 4
*Happy 4th of July — Office Closed*
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Scout Committee Mtg.
Wednesday, July 5
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
Thursday, July 6
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA
Friday, July 7
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
Saturday, July 8
9:00 AM Men’s Bible Study
7:30 PM Enlace Cristiano
Sunday, July 9
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
11:00 AM Enlace Cristiano
12:30 PM Deacons’ Meeting
Monday, July 10
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
Tuesday, July 11
10:00 AM Needlework
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry

Wednesday, July 12
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting

Sunday, July 23
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

Thursday, July 13
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA

Monday, July 24
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting

Friday, July 14
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
6:00 PM Staff Party
Saturday, July 15
1:00 PM SA Poets’ Association

Tuesday, July 25
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
7:00 PM Scout Masters Meeting
7:00 PM Session Meeting
7:00 PM Stephen Ministry

Sunday, July 16
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship

Wednesday, July 26
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting

Monday, July 17
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
7:00 PM Lit N Lattes

Thursday, July 27
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA

Tuesday, July 18
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
Wednesday, July 19
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM NSARTA
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
Thursday, July 20
9:30 AM Community Bible Study
7:00 PM Camp Gladiator
8:00 PM AA
Friday, July 21
*NEWSLETTER DEADLINE*
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
3:00 PM Mobile Loaves & Fishes

Friday, July 28
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
5:00 PM VIPs
7:30 PM Presbyterian Night @
The Missions Ballpark
Saturday, July 29
No Scheduled Events!
Sunday, July 30
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
Monday, July 31
5:00 AM Camp Gladiator
9:00 AM Vet TRIIP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting

Saturday, July 22
9:00 AM Men’s Bible Study
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San Antonio, Texas

14900 San Pedro Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78232-3711
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday-Friday
Phone: 210.494.6560 Fax: 210.494.7839
E-mail: sppchurch@sppcsa.com
Website: www.sppcsa.com

SAN PEDRO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Dr. C. Calvin Reynolds - Senior Pastor
Rev. Paul R. Gaedke - Associate Pastor
Mark Twehues—Director of Music
Katarina McAnelly—Associate Director of Music, Organist
Dave Reiss—Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries; Adult Studies
Dawn Reiss—Director of Children’s Ministry
Patricia J. Waite—Director of Children’s Music
Kelly Hager—Childcare Coordinator
Mabrie Casbeer—Office Manager
Dana Boom—Treasurer
Jesse Ramirez—Sexton
Luis Reyes—Sexton
Jason Hatch—Sound Engineer

SESSION
Class of 2018
Lori Baca

Class of 2019
Jim Horacek

Class of 2020
Diana Grippi

Eric Mapes

Shawn Walters

Jim Potyka

BOARD OF DEACONS
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Chair, Board of Deacons

Bob Kilgore

Christian Education

Cindy Mapes (Youth)
Ellyce Warns (Children)
Rudy Gaedke (Adult)

Fellowship

Linda Hutchins

Financial Development

Gene Trevino

Financial Management

Gene Trevino

Member Care

Carolyn Gaedke

Missions

Linda Tutko

Property

Harvey Juarez

Witness and Evangelism

Jean Judy

Worship

Dennis Solis

The Rock is a monthly newsletter published by San Pedro Presbyterian Church
in San Antonio, Texas. Its purpose is to inform congregation members of news
and events within the church community. All SPPC members are welcome to
contribute items for publication subject to minimal editing and space
limitations. All SPPC members receive The Rock automatically. If you are not
receiving issues regularly, please call the Church Office to ensure future
delivery. For more information, contact the Church Office at 494-6560.

PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNION
Any church member who is unable to attend communion services
may request that Communion be distributed in his/her home by
calling the Church Office at 494-6560.
Also, if you, or a member you know, will be hospitalized, please call
the Church Office so the pastors can visit and minister to you.

EMAIL
In order to ensure that you receive all church communications,
please make sure you have provided your email address. Please send
that information to the Church Office at sppchurch@sppcsa.com or
210-494-6560.

CROSSROADS
This is a good time of the year to give yourself a gift of a cross for the
cross wall. We have many on the wall now but we want one from
every family in our congregation. It is your "footprint" in the church
always to remember your faith base. For more information please

For more information please visit our website: www.sppcsa.com

